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Empowered parents are
key to successful IEP

Empowered Parents...
continued on Page 5

Mary Hartnett, MN Commission Serving Deaf and Hard of
Hearing People, (on the left) and Carolyn Anderson, PACER
Center, chat with parents after a workshop last month at the
Family Support Connection's first Parent Retreat.

Around 20 parents  gathered at Ruttger's Bay Lodge in the
Brainerd Lakes Area for a weekend of camaraderie, relaxation
and information. Presenters included Mary and Carolyn along
with psychologist Dr. Ron Lybarger who gave the keynote
presentation on "Empowering Children: Parenting that Fosters
Independence." For a glimpse of Dr. Lybarger's parenting tips,
see "Ask the Professional" on Page 4.

The Parent Retreat was cosponsored by the Family Support
Connection and the Greater Minnesota Assessment Service.

When it comes to their child’s Individualized Education
Program—or IEP as it’s known to most people—parents
have more power than they might realize.

“Parents have tons of power,” said Carolyn Anderson,
Parent Advocate, PACER Center. “In fact, only the parent
has the right on the permission form to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to
the IEP.”

That doesn’t mean that parents should bully schools into
meeting their demands, Carolyn cautioned.

“Butting heads doesn’t help,” she said.
What does help is for parents to view themselves as an

equal member of the IEP team, she explained. It can be in-
timidating for parents to sit in IEP meetings with teachers,
speech therapists, school psychologists, administrators and
others. To help parents feel up to the task, Carolyn recom-
mends they prepare for the IEP meeting ahead of time by
reviewing the current IEP and evaluation reports and
brushing up on special education rights.

“Parents who are prepared for the IEP meeting don’t
need to be adversarial,” Carolyn said. Parents can get infor-
mation about special education rights on the Internet, from
the state’s Department of Public Instruction or by attending
workshops offered through organizations such as PACER.

“Knowledge is power,” Carolyn added. “You need to
know the laws so you know your rights.”

 Once parents have the knowledge they need, the next
step is using it to get what they want for their child.

“When I go into an IEP meeting, I try to listen as much as
possible and talk as little as possible,” Carolyn said. “Then I
can use what they say to back up the points I want to make.”
She also keeps the focus on the problems instead of the
people involved. For example, if a child is having difficulty
with a teacher, she says to look at the problem and what can
be done to improve the situation, instead of getting mad at
the teacher.

“Try to maintain relationships while maintaining your
rights,” she advised. “I tell parents to be hard on problems,
but soft on people.”

“It was just medicinal—great food,
great education, great relaxation,

and great networking.” Parent’s evaluation

Parent Retreat!
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Here’s What’s Happening

Thursday,
October 14

“Mysteries in the Museum: A Family Tour” is the ASL-
interpreted tour at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts. The tour
begins at 3 p.m. and is free, but there is a museum entrance
fee. For details, call 612-870-3131(v), 612-870-3132(tty) or
e-mail dhegstro@artsmia.org.

FOCUS is published by the Family
Support Connection at Lifetrack
Resources. Submissions are welcome
and can be sent to the editor via email.

Newsletter Editor:
Audrey Alwell
herwell@wwt.net

Please note that information about
events, services, or other organizations
does not imply endorsement by the
Family Support Connection.

The Family Support Connection’s mission
is to build better lives for children who
are deaf and hard of hearing by providing
parent-to-parent support to families.
Please visit our website at
www.familysupportconnection.org.

© 2004 Lifetrack Resources
Deaf storyteller Estella Bustamante signs stories for kids
ages 3 to 7 at 10:30 a.m., Merriam Park Library, 1831
Marshall Ave., St. Paul, 651-642-0385(v), 651-298-4184(tty).

Saturday,
November 6

CSD sponsors Swim Night for the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Community from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Oxford
Pool, 1079 Iglehart, St. Paul. $3 kids/$4 adults. For more
information, contact Linda M. Pressley-Ford, CSD of Min-
nesota, 651-487-8872(tty)  or lpressleyford@c-s-d.org.

Friday,
November 5

Meet other parents at the Family Support Connection’s
Coffee Chat from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at Como Park
Pavilion in St. Paul. Reserve your spot by calling 651-265-
2435(v), -2379(tty), or e-mail fsc@lifetrackresources.org.

Saturday,
Oct. 23

Visit the Aware Fair for fun and information. The free
event features booths by organizations that serve people
who are deaf or hard of hearing, including the Family Sup-
port Connection at Lifetrack Resources. Entertainers per-
form throughout the day. The fair runs from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Brookdale Center in Brooklyn Center. See the at-
tached flyer for the entertainment schedule.

Saturday,
October 9

Nightmare at Pinehaven Farm in Wyoming, Minn., offers
spine-tingling Halloween fun for the deaf and hard of hear-
ing community beginning at 7 p.m. Cost is $13.25 for
adults and $12.25 for children under 12. For more informa-
tion, e-mail minndhhevents@aol.com or see
www.nightmarehalloween.com.

The Saint Paul Jaycee's host Deaf and Hard of Hear-
ing night at the Tunnel of Terror from 6-11 p.m. Regular
evening admission is $12, with $1 off with donations of
canned food items for Second Harvest Heartland. For more
information, see www.tunnelofterror.com or contact Kristine
Cinealis at cinealis@hotmail.com or 952-926-6583.

Deaf night comes to Trail of Terror in Shakopee from 7
to 11 p.m. Tickets are $14.95 for adults and $9.95 for
children aged 6 - 12. For more information, e-mail
minndhhevents@aol.com or see www.trailofterrorfest.com.

Saturday,
October 16

Cochlear Implant Club Minnesota's monthly coffee
and presentation starts at 10 a.m. on the 8th floor of the
Phillips-Wangensteen Building at the University of Minnesota.
For information, e-mail LSenechal@mn.rr.com.

Wednesday,
November 3

Saturday,
October 9

Saturday,
October 23

Oakdale Cinemas (Marcus The-
atres) now is showing open-cap-
tioned movies. The theater is in
Oakdale, 5677 Hadley Ave. N.
Movie showtimes are recorded at
651-770-4994 or online at
www.marcustheatres.com.

“The Forgotten,”
rated PG-13,
shows Oct. 8-10.
“Shark Tale,”
rated PG, shows
Oct. 15-17.
“Friday Night
Lights,” rated
PG-13, shows
Oct. 22-24.

The Kerasotes Theaters will
show an open-captioned print of
“Sky Captain and the World of To-
morrow,” rated PG. The film shows
in Coon Rapids
(612-757-6608)
Oct. 11 and 12,
and in Inver Grove
Heights (651-453-
1016) Oct. 13 and
14. Call for
showtimes.

For a schedule
of movies with rear-window
captions, see www.mnocfilms.org.

 Family movies captioned

The Midwest Auditory Oral Education Conference will
take place at the U of M’s Earle Brown Continuing Educa-
tion Center. See Page 3 for details.

Thursday,
October 21
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By Candace Lindow-Davies,
Family Support Coordinator

Parent Empowerment. The term is often over-
used, but the underlying concept is important to
families with children who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Recently, I saw parent empowerment defined as,
“To strengthen parents in understanding their impor-
tance in the lives of their children.” Well, I know that
parents of children who have hearing loss are not
unaware of their own importance in their children’s
lives.  However, I do believe that we sometimes dis-
count our own strengths and expertise when it comes
to making decisions for our children. In fact, our staff
and Parent Advisory Committee felt it was so impor-
tant that we focused the 2004 Parent Retreat around
different areas of parent empowerment:  encouraging
parents to be empowered at home, at our children’s
schools, and even in the state and federal legislative
arena.

Feeling strong enough to advocate for our children
doesn’t always come easily. As Carolyn Anderson of
PACER Center reminded Parent Retreat attendees,
parents need to have plenty of self-confidence to take
on an advocacy role. But where do we get this self-
confidence, especially when many of us had no prior
knowledge of hearing loss issues before being told of
our child’s diagnosis?

Becoming empowered comes from surrounding
ourselves with good information. We are fortunate in
Minnesota to have many organizations and events
where parents can gather valuable information about
technology, communication options and resources.
Cueing classes offered by Cued Speech Association
Minnesota, the Aware Fair, and the Oral Deaf Confer-
ence later in October are all excellent examples of how
parents can access good information. Networking with
other parents is another wonderful way for us to learn
from each other’s experiences and be reassured that
we are not alone in this journey. And, I have empha-
sized this in past issues, but taking time for ourselves is
another way to guarantee that we will have the mental,
emotional, and physical energy to help our children.

The end result is so worth it. Parents who are self-
assured are more likely to have successful children.
And, that is what we all want for our children. We
hope they will be well-adjusted, happy and successful
adults.  We just have to remind ourselves to “trust our
instincts and follow our child’s lead.” After all, each of
us is the expert about our own child.

When you’re visiting the Aware Fair next weekend, stop
by the Family Support Connection’s activity area for some
hands-on fun.

We’ll have face-painting, temporary tatoos, crafts, cap-
tioned videos and storytimes. We’ll also be selling 8” stuffed
bears with “I love you” in ASL stamped on their tummies.
The bears, which make cute gifts, cost $10.

At various times during the day storytellers will offer
children’s storytimes. The storytellers’ modes of communica-
tion vary: one cues, one voices and one signs. See the flyer
included with this edition of FOCUS for a complete schedule
of Aware Fair entertainment.

The Aware Fair runs from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 9 at Brookdale in Brooklyn Center.

Family Support Connection adds ILY bears,
storytimes to activity area at Aware Fair

In Your Corner

The Midwest Auditory Oral Education Conference will
take place Thursday, Oct. 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.
at the Earle Brown Continuing Education Center on the St.
Paul Campus of the University of Minnesota.

This conference provides information for parents and
professionals who support oral skills development for chil-
dren who are deaf or hard of hearing. It is presented jointly
by the Minnesota A.G. Bell Association and Northern
Voices, an oral school in Roseville.

Conference presenters include Betsy Moog Brooks,
Kathleen Anderson, Dr. Terese Caraway, Joanna Smith,
and, Sally Tannenbaum. The ckeynote presentation is
“Eliminating Boundaries: Facilitating Children with Hearing
Loss in the Classroom.” Break-out sessions include ideas for
itinerant teachers, early intervention’s impact on talking,
using storytime for language development, and “The Listen-
ing and Language Program for Young Children with Hearing
Loss.” A parent panel also will share personal experiences
on transitioning children to the mainstream.

Following the general conference sessions, the Minne-
sota A.G.Bell Association will offer Parent Advocacy Train-
ing on the skills parents of children who are deaf or hard of
hearing can use to advocate for their children in educational
settings. The training session, which runs from 4:30 to 8:30
p.m., will include presentations and hands-on practice on
negotiating in an IEP along with a briefing about the law and
an opportunity to have questions answered by a legal expert
and more. Each participant will receive a  “toolbox” filled
with additional resources.

Fees are $50 for professionals, $25 for parents, plus
$25 for the evening session, which includes a light supper.
To register, contact Northern Voices at 651-639-2535 or
see www.northernvoices.org.

Oral education conference includes
special session for parents
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CSD and St. Paul Parks & Recreation is offering open
basketball nights for the deaf and hard of hearing commu-
nity during the upcoming cold months.

The free basketball nights will run from 7 to 9 p.m. at
South St. Anthony Recreation Center near University Ave.
and Hwy. 280. Dates are Fridays, Nov. 12 and 19, Dec. 10
and 17, Jan. 14, 21 and 28, and Feb. 11, 18 and 25.

Register by Nov. 8 with Linda M. Pressley-Ford at CSD
of Minnesota, 651-487-8872 or lpressleyford@c-s-d.org, or
Mary Livingston at St. Paul Parks and Recreation, 651-266-
6366 (v), 651-266-6378 (tty).

Open basketball offered

Q & A
Ask a Professional

Question:  "I'm worried that my daughter is too depen-
dent on us. She's in middle school now, and I'd like her
to be more responsible for her school assignments, her
FM system, and making sure she understands her
teacher and peers, and that they understand her.  What
can I do at home to make this happen?"

Answer:  Dr. Ron Lybarger, licensed psychologist with
the Greater MN Assessment Service, suggests “adopt-
ing a parenting style that fosters your daughter's inde-
pendence.” Break down the goals you have for your
daughter into smaller steps, he says. Instead of taking
on all the tasks simultaneously, you would have better
success if you prioritize the goals, and then shape her
behavior gradually over time.

For example, if turning in school assignments on
time is the top priority, then tackle that one first. And,
use positive feedback along the way to let her know
how much you appreciate her efforts. Don’t expect
perfection immediately. Sometimes, just knowing that
she’s making steady progress towards the end goal is
sufficient.

Also, Dr. Lybarger suggests you consider your own
behavior and it’s effects on your daughter. What type
of behavior do you model at home? Do you have devel-
opmentally appropriate expectations for each child in
the house? Do you encourage both children and adults
in the house to take responsibility for household
chores?  In the case of the FM system, do your children
see you take good care of valuable household items like
electronics? Help her understand the cost of her FM
system in terms of other items she can relate to—the
cost of a bicycle, game boy, or whatever she’s inter-
ested in.

As for taking responsibility for communicating with
her teachers and peers, she should start out gradually.
A point that Dr. Lybarger likes to stress is “Don’t do
for them what they can do for themselves.” So, let
your daughter practice speaking up for herself and
praise her for doing so. You cannot expect her to be-
come an independent young adult without transferring
this responsibility in small doses over time. The key is
to start while she is young so that she has lots of prac-
tice and good experiences to draw from, he adds.

If you have more questions for Dr. Lybarger, he
can be reached through the Greater MN Assessment
Service at GMAS@lifetrackresources.org or 866-840-
0749(v) or 866-857-2379(tty).

Local groups are making sure that kids can tell their
wishes directly to Santa when the big guy comes to town.

Santa will sign with youngsters from 6 to 9 p.m. on
these dates: Nov. 17 and Dec. 1 at Maplewood Mall, Nov.
29 and Dec. 6 at Ridgedale, Nov. 30 and Dec. 7 at
Burnsville Center, Dec. 8 (until 8 p.m.) at HarMar Mall, and,
Dec. 2 at Northtown. Parents can bring their own cameras.

The Minnesota Cued Speech Association will host a
party with Santa Saturday, Dec. 4 from 1 to 3 p.m. at Dia-
mond Lake Lutheran Church, 5760 Portland Ave S, Minne-
apolis. Kids can cue to Santa, enjoy light refreshments,and
do a holiday craft or two.

A.G.Bell’s Kids begins another year of mentoring activi-
ties for oral deaf and hard of hearing girls with a get-ac-
quainted party for girls and their parents from 1 to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 10 at Courage Center in Golden Valley. Res-
ervations are needed for the October party by Oct. 7. Con-
tact Lynne Voss at 763-780-8270 or tav58@sprynet.com or
Ellen Thibodo at 651-423-2249(tty) or ewt0604@aol.com.

The University of Minnesota has received $1.25 million
in federal funds to establish a teacher preparation program
to help meet the increasing need for educating deaf and
hard-of-hearing children in rural areas. The program will
adapt curriculum specifically for rural teachers; establish a
mentoring and support program for new teachers; offer
tuition support in exchange for a five-year commitment to
teach in a rural area, and provide video streaming technol-
ogy to link new teachers, students, and families.

Groups sponsor time with Santa

U gets grant to train rural teachers

Bell’s Kids continues mentoring activities

Families in Central Minnesota can improve their ASL
skills through a Deaf Mentor program offered by the state’s
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Division. Three trained
deaf mentors area available for weekly home visits to help
deaf children and their families  learn about and appreciate
the language and culture of the Deaf. For information, con-
tact Diane Leonard, 800-456-3690 (v/tty) or
Diane.Leonard@state.mn.us.

Deaf Mentor program offered in Central MN
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Carolyn has learned through years of experience how to navigate her way
through an IEP meeting. She has worked as an advocate for parents for 17
years, first at the Minnesota Foundation for Better Hearing and Speech and then
at PACER, an organization devoted to expanding opportunities for children and
young adults with disabilities and their families.

But, Carolyn’s first introduction to the IEP process came from personal expe-
rience raising two sons with special needs. Her oldest son, who is 26 now, is
deaf.

“I turned out to be a much different person than if I hadn’t had these kids,”
she said. “I was a very shy person. I was smart, but I would never raise my hand
in school because then people would look at me. I had to get over it. I just knew I
needed to for my kids.”

Carolyn coaches other parents to overcome their nervousness about IEP
meetings by teaching them to “act as if.”

“Even if you don’t feel confident for a meeting, act as if you do,” she ex-
plained. “The more you do that, the more natural it becomes.”

She said it also helped her to see that by empowering herself she was model-
ing skills for her kids—skills they could use to advocate for themselves later in life.
The first step she took to feel empowered was to learn all she could about her
children’s disabilities and the IEP process, she added.

“PACER has many resources to help empower parents to be partners in their
children’s IEPs,” Carolyn said. “Once parents feel empowered, they become part
of the IEP team and draw better things from the school.”

PACER has put together a Special Education record-keeping folder that gives
parents a place to store everything they’ll need for IEP meetings. The folder in-
cludes tips for a successful IEP plus places to keep records of evaluations as well
as current and past IEPs. The folder is available in several languages. To view the
tips included in the folder, see www.pacer.org/mpc/pdf/mpc-44.pdf. To request
a folder, call 952-838-9000(v), 952-838-0190(tty) or 800-537-2237 (toll-free in
Greater Minnesota). One copy is free for Minnesota parents of a child with a
disability. Otherwise, the price is $10 each or $8 for ten or more copies.

Empowered Parents...
continued from Page 1

Characteristics of Empowered Parents

A Little Grin
By Linda Werness-Jaroszewski

During this year’s Parent Re-
treat at Ruttgers Lodge we had a
chance to sit around and share cute
stories about our children. Carolyn
Anderson of PACER made us smile
with this story of a family fishing trip.

Carolyn, her husband and two
sons were on vacation fishing. At
the time, her son, Matthew, who is
deaf, was age 4, and Carolyn often
played the role of interpreter for
him. After a few minutes, Matthew
got a fish! They pulled it in, got it
off the hook, and tossed it into a
bucket of water while Matthew
watched.

Soon Carolyn felt a tug on her
arm. She looked at Matthew and he
signed excitedly, “Whats’ he say-
ing? Whats’ he saying?” Carolyn,
always ready to interpret, looked
where Matthew pointed. There was
the fish in the bucket, opening and
closing its mouth for much needed
water—and Matthew wanted to
know what it was saying!

hen PACER’s Carolyn Anderson presents an IEP workshop for par-
ents, she mentions a study that identified the characteristics shared by
empowered parents of special needs children:

  They know what they do makes a difference.

  They see themselves as equal to the rest of the IEP team.
“Others may have the expertise in working with this disability,”
Carolyn added. “But, you are the expert about your child.”

  They are willing to ask for help.
“Parents need to be more honest and less brave,” Carolyn
explained. “They don’t have to do this alone.”

  They have made philosophical sense out of the question, “Why did this
happen to us?”

“For example, I decided to use what I learned from going through
this to help parents navigate the system, too,” Carolyn added.

W
St. Paul residents who have a hear-

ing loss and meet age requirements
may receive a flashing fire alarm free
through Metro Deaf and Hard of Hear-
ing Services and the St. Paul Fire De-
partment.

The free alarms are available to
households with children between ages
5 and 14 or seniors over age 64 that
meet income guidelines. Recipients
also must attend a 2-hour fire safety
presentation Nov. 4 from 1:30 to 3:30
p.m. or Dec. 9 from 9:30 to 11:30
a.m. at the fire department training
site, 1691 Energy Park Drive.

To register, contact Liz Brown at
651-297-1316(v) or 651-297-1313(tty).

Free fire alarms offered
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We, as parents know what’s
best for our kids, but sometimes we
need clarification on how to advo-
cate in the education maze. Is there
a book that can assist in that you
may ask? Yes, I believe that I have
found a survival guide that will bring
home for parents the information
that can empower them to advocate
and help develop an IEP that offers
a relevant education for their
children.

The book is “From Emotions to
Advocacy” by Pam and Peter
Wright. Many parents from across
the U.S. have contributed com-
ments and suggestions. The Wrights
have compiled definitions, explana-
tions and examples in this book to
hone the advocacy skills that are
necessary to create an IEP that
parents know is on the right track
for their child.

This book is available for
checkout from the Family Support
Connection Library. You can review
the complete list of materials
available at our website:
www.familysupportconnection.org.
Click on “Lending Library.”

Please note:  I will be doing inven-
tory of the library from Nov. 7-14.
Please send in any overdue items.
Remember there is no penalty for
overdue items. I just need the most
accurate inventory in order to keep
the library up to date and user-
friendly.

By Robin Coninx, FSC Specialist

Off The Shelf

ASL-Interpreted
Performances

The Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe
Thursday, Oct. 14, 11:15 a.m.
Tickets: School groups $5
Stephen B. Humphrey Theater, St. John's
University, Collegeville, 320-363-2556
www.csbsju.edu/finearts.

Dracula: Case of the Silver Scream
Friday, Oct.15, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $12, seniors/students $10
Bloomington Center for the Arts, 1800
W. Old Shakopee Road, 952-563-8587,
www.bloomingtonartcenter.com.

Pygmalion
The original story for "My Fair Lady."
Friday, Oct. 22, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Reduced to $16
Guthrie Theater, 725 Vineland, Minne-
apolis, 612-377-2224, -6626 (tty),
www.guthrietheater.org.

The Adventures of Stuart Little
Saturday, Oct. 23, 2 p.m.
Tickets: $10, $8 ages 12 & under
Rochester Civic Theatre, 220 E. Center St.,
507-282-8481, www.rochestercivictheatre.org.

Jesus Christ Superstar
Sunday, Oct. 24, 1 p.m.
ASL reservations: 612-373-5637, -
5655(tty), Historic Orpheum Theatre,
910 Hennepin Ave. S., Minneapolis,
www.hennepintheatredistrict.com.

Cathy's Creek
Sunday, Oct. 24, 2 p.m.
Tickets: $14, $11 children (age 2-17) &
seniors (age 60+)
Hopkins Center for the Arts Mainstage,
1111 Mainstreet, Hopkins, 952-979-
1111, www.stagestheatre.org.

Mighty Mississippi:
The Great River Race
Sunday, Oct. 31, 2 p.m.
Tickets: $5-8; Phone: 651-225-9265.
Landmark Center, 75 W. 5th St., St. Paul,
651-225-9264, steppingstonetheatre.org.

First in Flight
Thursday, Nov. 4, 11:15 a.m.
Tickets: School groups $5: The story of
the Wright Brothers for grades 3-8.
Stephen B. Humphrey Theater, St. John's
University, Collegeville, 320-363-2556
www.csbsju.edu/finearts.

Scrooge with Richard Chamberlain
Sunday, Nov. 13, 1 p.m.
ASL reservations: 612-373-5637, -
5655(tty), Historic Orpheum Theatre,
910 Hennepin Ave. S., Minneapolis,
www.hennepintheatredistrict.com.

Gallaudet University is sponsoring
a National Essay/Art Contest for deaf
and hard of hearing students ages 15
to 19 themed “A Life Turning Point.”

Students can enter a written essay
or creative artwork describing some-
thing that served as a turning point in
their lives. Entries must be postmarked
by Feb. 11, 2005.

Essay place winners will receive
scholarship money for the college of
their choice ($1,000 first place, $500
second place, $300 third place, and,
$100 two honorable mentions). All
scholarships will be doubled for win-
ners who attend Gallaudet. In the art
contest, the first place winner will
receive $100. Winners will be an-
nounced and their entries published in
the spring issue of “World Around
You” magazine put out by the Laurent
Clerc National Deaf Education Center.

For more information, see the
website clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/
WorldAroundYou/essay.html.

A former teacher at Metro Deaf
School (MDS) in St. Paul has devel-
oped a new board game that combines
ASL handshapes and English words
similar to Bingo.

ASLingo was created by Becky
Gage, who is now a math teacher at
the Texas School for the Deaf. Gage
first thought of the game while she
was a Deaf Studies teacher at MDS in
1996. To see how the game looks,
visit www.ASLingo.com.

The newest wireless communica-
tion device/pager, the Sidekick IITM

debuts this month. The new thinner
version has a built-in flash camera,
enhanced phone sound quality, and
longer battery life. Other improve-
ments include persistent notification
so deaf users do not miss important
messages and Internet relay applica-
tions for on-the-go relay calls. Intro-
ductory sale prices are around $200.

For an online demo of the Side-
kick II (also called hiptop2), see the
maker’s website, www.danger.com.

Gallaudet sponsors contest

MDS teacher invents game

Improved Sidekick available



 How will I read you a story? 

Sponsored by the Family Support Connection at Lifetrack Resources.  Contact 651-265-2435 (voice) or 651-265-2379 (TTY) or fsc@lifetrackresources.org for more information and to reserve your spot. 
 

Build better lives for children who are deaf or hard of hearing by providing parent-to-parent support to families. 



Map for Como Park Pavilion: 

Family Support Connection is a program at Lifetrack Resources. 

www.familysupportconnection.org 



Rickie Rowray 

Elee Vang 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ALL PERFORMANCES WILL HAVE AN ASL INTERPRETER, 
CUED LANGUAGE TRANSLITERATOR, PRINTED SCRIPTS, 

AND ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:30 Coon Rapids Middle School 
      Falcon Sign Singers 
 
11:00 Miss Deaf Minnesota 
      Elee Vang 
 
11:30 ABC Stories 
      Dale and Erin Finke 
 
12:00 Signed Songs and Dance 
      Jeremy Neiderer 
 
12:30 Stories for Children 
      Sarah Christensen 
 
1:00  Miss Deaf Minnesota 
      Elee Vang 
 
1:30  Ghost Stories 
      Dale Finke 
 
2:00  More Story Time 
      Marja Poulsen 

Marja 
Poulsen 

Sarah 
Christensen Dale Finke 

CRMS Falcon Sign 
Singers 

 Lil Jeremy 
Dale and Erin Finke 

Throughout the day Rickie Rowray will be doing 
balloon art for all to enjoy!  Miss Deaf 
Minnesota, Elee Vang, will be greeting Aware Fair 
participants. 


