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Noticing void, Mom creates scholarship
to honor deaf, hard of hearing kids

Scholarship ... continued on Page 3

When the
          Family
Support Connec-
tion received calls
last year from
families looking
for college
scholarships, staff
member Laura
Himes Iversen
took up the
search. She
thought it would
be simple to track
down scholarships
for kids with
hearing loss.
What she found
surprised her.

“I was shocked,” Iversen said. “There’s not much out there.” Iversen found
about 12 organizations across the country that offer scholarships for deaf stu-
dents. And, nearly all of those exclude kids like Iversen was trying to help—kids
with mild to moderate hearing loss.

“I had to write back to these families and tell them their kids weren’t deaf
enough,” she said. “I felt awful. Kids with moderate hearing loss aren’t given
credit for all they go through.”

Iversen understands the challenges kids who are hard of hearing face. Her
son, Peter, who is a junior at White Bear Lake High School, has a moderate
hearing loss. She’s witnessed the extra work he puts in to fit in at school and to
achieve good grades.

“It got me worked up that these kids’ extra efforts were going unrecognized,”
she added.

Iversen contacted national organizations such as AG Bell and SHHH to see if
she could get anyone else worked up enough to do something about the lack of
scholarships for hard of hearing kids. Then it hit her: she’d do it herself, right at
her own son’s school.

“You have to realize my family wasn’t sitting here with a big pot of money,”
she explained. To help fund the scholarship, Iversen contacted the local Lions
Club. There, she met Beth Cherryholmes, a club member who happened to work
for the state’s Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services division.

“Right in my own hometown, I was lucky enough to find a woman active in
the Lions Club who understood the issues facing deaf and hard of hearing kids.
She’s been a great support,” Iversen said.

With backing from two Lions clubs within the White Bear school district,
Iversen set out to establish a scholarship fund. She obtained paperwork from the
Internal Revenue Service, but became overwhelmed.

Laura Himes Iversen shares a laugh with her son, Peter.Inside this edition of
FOCUS:

See what’s happening
this month, including
a dance for teens,
Page 2.

Find employment with
the Family Support
Connection, Page 3.

Get tips to launch a
scholarship program,
Page 3.

Learn about Extended
School Year, Page 4.

Pick the perfect
summer camp, Page 5.
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Here’s What’s Happening
ASL-Interpreted

Performances

"Peter Pan" will be
shown with open
captions March
22 - 23 at the
Kerasotes Show-
place in Coon
Rapids, 612-757-
6608, and March 24
- 25 in Inver Grove

Heights, 651-453-1016. Call the
theaters for showtimes or check their
website at www.kerasotes.com.

“Miracle” will be open-captioned at
the theater in Coon Rapids April 12 -
13; April 14 - 15 it comes to Inver
Grove Heights. For a schedule of rear-
window captioned movies, see
www.mnocfilms.org.

Family movie is captioned

The Drawer Boy
Thursday, March 18, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $8, Jungle Theater, 2951
Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis, 612-
822-7063; www.jungletheater.com.
Drama about two elderly farmers
whose lives are disrupted when an
idealistic young actor arrives one
day to research ideas for a theater.

The Odd Couple
Saturday, March 20, 2 p.m.
Tickets: $12, Bloomington Center
for the Arts, 1800 W. Old Shakopee
Road, 952-563-8587,
www.bloomingtonartcenter.com
Oscar and Felix are opposites in
Neil Simon's classic comedy.

Romeo and Juliet
Thursday, April 1, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, April 9, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $16, Guthrie Theater,
725 Vineland, Minneapolis, 612-
377-2224, 612-377-6626 (tty);
www.guthrietheater.org
Classic story of star-crossed lovers.

Thursday,
March 4

Visit the “Land of Technology,” a workshop on technol-
ogy that can improve your child’s communications, indepen-
dence and safety. The workshop, presented by Mary Bauer,
is at 6 p.m. at Lifetrack Resources, 709 University Ave W,
St. Paul. It is sponsored by MN AGBell and Lifetrack.
Childcare is provided.

Friday,
March 5

Saturday,
March 6

CSD sponsors Family Swim Night, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., at
Oxford Pool, 1079 Iglehart, St. Paul. $3.50 kids/$4 adults.

Deaf storyteller Estella Bustamante signs stories for
kids at 10:30 a.m., Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall
Ave., St. Paul, 651-642-0385(V), 651-298-4184(tty).

Sunday,
March 7

"Beauty, Honor and Tradition: The Legacy of Plains
Indian Shirts" is the ASL-interpreted tour at 2 p.m. at the
Minneapolis Institute of Arts. The free tour starts at the
round bench in the museum lobby. For details, call 612-
870-3131(V), -3132(tty) or e-mail dhegstro@artsmia.org.

Learn about the new charter high school for deaf and
hard of hearing students, Minnesota North Star Academy, at
an informational meeting from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at Gustavus
Adolphus Lutheran Church, 1669 N. Arcade Street, St. Paul.
Iinterpreting will be provided. For more information, contact
info@mnnorthstaracademy.org.

Saturday,
March 13

Monday,
March 15

Friday,
March 19

Dance with friends at the Statewide Deaf/Hard of
Hearing Teen Dance from 7 to 10 p.m. at Coon Rapids
High School, 2340 Northdale Blvd. Cost is $5 and includes
snacks, pop and door prizes. Hearing friends admitted with
D/HH students in grades 9-12, but all must have ID. RSVP
to jay.fehrman@anoka.k12.mn.us.

Saturday,
March 20

Self Help for the Hard of Hearing (SHHH) meets at
Courage Center, 3915 Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley
from10 to noon.

Saturday,
March 27

The Deaf Easter Bunny hops into Thompson Hall
Deaf Club, 1824 Marshall Ave., St. Paul, from 2 to 4 p.m.
with an egg hunt, face painting and other fun activities.

Deaf, Hard of Hearing and DeafBlind Legislative
Day starts at 9:30 with training at Kelly Inn. The rally in
the Capitol Rotunda begins at 1 p.m. See flyer for details.

Friday, April 2 CSD sponsors Family Swim Night, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., at
Oxford Pool, 1079 Iglehart, St. Paul. $3.50 kids/$4 adults.
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“My brain doesn’t go far on financial things,” she
explained. So she looked for help from the school district
and discovered an education foundation. The foundation
took care of Iversen’s paperwork and set up an account to
handle donations. Iversen then went out and “begged
friends and relatives” to contribute. Her church and a DHH
teacher also made donations.

This spring the Iversen/Lions Scholarship will award
$1,000 each to four deaf or hard of hearing students
graduating from White Bear Lake Area High School. The
scholarships will go to students accepted in a two- or four-
year college who demonstrate academic achievement,
community involvement and maturity in dealing with their
hearing loss. The scholarships are not based on the amount
of hearing loss or the communication method used by the
student.The school’s graduating class has about 800 students.

Iversen is thrilled at the way things worked out for the
scholarship program. She hopes that her experience will
motivate other parents to look into establishing scholarships
in their own communities.

“I bet parents don’t realize they can do this,” she said.
She added that she knows of another parent in St. Paul
who’s working on a similar scholarship program.

Iversen has worked at the Family Support Connection
since 2001. She recently resigned her position and now
works at St. John’s Hospital as an admitting rep in the
Emergency Room. She and her husband, Paul, have three
children: Peter, Emily, who is 14, and Elizabeth, who is 12.
They live in White Bear Lake.

Scholarship...continued from Page 1

By Laura Himes Iversen, Piversen0374@comcast.net

When Laura learned there’s only a handful of
hearingrelated scholarships, she decided to create a
scholarship in her son’s high school. To encourage other
parents to do the same, Laura’s sharing these tips.

Tips for Creating a Scholarship

List the reasons D/HH kids deserve a scholarship of
their own so that other people get fired up, too.

Write a simple description of the scholarship (why it is
being created, who would qualify for it, and how it
would be funded) that you can show people.

Find a champion in a local service club (Lions Club,
Rotary, VFW, local chapter of a D/HH organizations,
etc) who understands and is supportive of D/HH kids.

When soliciting funds from organizations, keep in mind
each group’s goals as you explain why that specific
group would want to contribute to the scholarship.

Get some help with the administrative issues. See if
your school has a foundation to help develop scholar-
ship applications, set up an account, and notify donors
that contributions are tax-deductible.

Set up a scholarship committee to evaluate applicants
and give general guidance for the program.

Develop an application addressing such things as
academic achievement, goals, self-advocacy, leadership
qualities, community service, and financial need.

Get publicity from the local newspaper and D/HH
groups to get the word out about your scholarship.

Be persistent—some people will be unexpectedly
enthusiastic, while others are surprisingly uninterested.
It doesn’t matter—just press ahead. Good luck!

A workshop on “Cued Speech and Oral Education” will
be offered Friday, March 12 from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. by
The Northeast Metro 916 Auditory/Oral Program.

Janet Paulson, an educational audiologist,
speechlanguage pathologist and parent of a child with a
cochlear implant, will present both a parent’s and a
professional’s view on ways Cued Speech can be used to
facilitate oral communication.

The workshop will be in Room 206 at Capitol View, 70
W County Rd B2, Little Canada. It is free to professionals
and parents within districts subscribing to the Tier I Work-
shop Series. Others pay $15 to Northeast Metro 916.
RSVP by March 10 to Sarah Hall at 651-415-5548 or
sahall@nemetro.k12.mn.us.

Workshop looks at Cued Speech in oral ed

The Family Support Connection (FSC) at Lifetrack
Resources is looking for a Family Support Specialist to
provide information and referrals to families with deaf or
hard of hearing children in Minnesota. The Specialist also
will maintain the lending library resource center, and plan
and implement family support activities.

A second position also is available for an Administrative
Assistant to handle clerical duties for the FSC and the
Greater MN Assessment Service, also at Lifetrack Resources.

Both jobs are part-time without benefits, 10 hours a
week. Hours are flexible, but need to complement the hours
of other employees. If an applicant has the qualifications for
the Family Support Specialist position and has strong
clerical skills, that person may be considered for both jobs.
For a complete job description, call Candace Lindow-
Davies at 651-265-2435 or e-mail
fsc@lifetrackresources.org.

Minnesota State Academy for the Deaf will present
“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” April 15, 16, 17, at
7 p.m. at Noyes Hall Auditorium in Faribault. Tickets are
$6 for adults, $4 for students. Advance ticket are at
Theatre.tickets@msad.state.mn.us.

MSAD’s students perform sweet play

Help wanted at Family Support Connection



By Carolyn Anderson, PACER Center

Question: How can I ensure my
daughter attends summer school?

Answer: First, do you mean
“summer school” or do you mean
“Extended School Year?” Some
children who are in special educa-
tion need services beyond the
normal school year. This is called
Extended School Year or ESY. ESY
is not the same as summer school.
Some school districts have summer
school and others do not; it’s
optional. In contrast, every IEP
team must discuss the need for ESY
every year. To qualify for an ESY
program, the IEP team will consider
your child’s need for services,
including regression or the necessity
of ESY for the provision of a free,
appropriate public education.

Look at the section of your
child’s IEP called Extended School
Year to see which box is checked. If
“no” is checked, you may want to
call your child’s IEP case manager
to discuss your child’s needs further.
If “need more information” is
checked, you may ask when that
information will be available and
when the discussion will take place.
If “yes” is checked, the ESY services
plan should be in or with the IEP.

For more information, contact
me at PACER Center,952-838-9000
(v), 952-838-0190(tty), 800-537-2237
toll-free, or cjanderson@pacer.org.

If you have a question you’d like
answered by a professional in a
field related to hearing loss, contact
the Family Support Connection at
fsc@lifetrackresources.org or
651-265-2435 (v) or -2379 (tty).

By Candace Lindow-Davies,
Family Support Coordinator

Just last week, Feb.18-21, 400
professionals and parents met in
Washington, D.C., for the National
Early Hearing Detection and Inter-
vention (EHDI) Conference.

This was my second year
attending under a contract with the
MN Department of Health’s New-
born Hearing Program. It is so
uplifting for me, a parent of a child
who is deaf and late-identified, to see
the progress toward ensuring all
babies will be screened for hearing
loss at birth.

Nationally, 86.5% of newborns
are screened for hearing prior to
leaving the hospital. In Minnesota,
over 95% of babies are tested at
birth, and the goal of 100% is not
far off. However, it is estimated
nationally that 50% of babies do not
return for further testing after a
screening indicates it is necessary.

This concern was addressed at
the national conference as were topics
such as hearing loss and multiple
disabilities, reaching specific ethnic
populations, late-onset hearing loss,
and legislative issues. Returning to
Minnesota, I am eager to put to use
all I learned at the conference.

As parents who have “been
there,” we each have something to
contribute toward universal newborn
hearing screening. We can encourage
new parents to seek screening for
their babies and pursue follow-up
when it’s needed. We can talk to our
kids’ doctors about the effectiveness
of newborn screening, and the
importance of intervention before 6
months of age. We can take it a step
further by attending leadership-training
opportunities, like those offered by
MN AG Bell or PACER Center, and
talking to legislators or serving on
committees. And, we can feel
empowered by our role as a parent
of a deaf or hard of hearing child.
This role offers special insights. I
encourage you to share yours.

Q & A
AG Bell hosts LEAP (Leader-

ship Enrichment Adventure
Program) June 4-6 in Washington,
D.C., for oral deaf or hard of
hearing college students.

For more information, see
www.agbell.org/news/
leap2004.cfm, call 202-337-
5220(v), 202-337-5221(tty), or
email mduchin@agbell.org.
Application deadline is April 4.

Bell hosts collegiate camp

By Beth DesMarais, FSC Specialist

“Oliver Gets Hearing Aids” is
just one of more than 600 books,
videos, CDs and games in the
Family Support Connection library.

The library is reserved for
families of children with hearing
loss. Materials can be picked up or
mailed directly to your home. The
only cost to you is return postage.

You can check out materials on
topics such as communication
choices, parenting children who are
deaf or hard of hearing, education,
Deaf Culture, and cochlear im-
plants. Learn sign language or Cued
Speech as a family. Entertain your
children with books such as the
“Creepy Computer Mystery,” which
has a hard of hearing hero or the
video favorite, “The Land Before
Time” (voiced and ASL-interpreted).

To search the library, go to
www.familysupportconnection.org
and choose “lending library.” Or
call the Family Support Connection
with your request. Outstate call toll-
free 866-346-4543 (v). In the metro
area, call 651-265-2435 (v) or
651-265-2379 (tty).

Ask a Professional

Candace’s Corner

Off The Shelf
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We’ve searched high and low to bring
you this list of summer camp choices.
Most camps have financial aid for
families in need. If you know of a
camp not listed here, please let us
know and we’ll add it next year.

Camp Sertoma
(Voice and ASL)
Confidence Learning Center,
Brainerd, Minn.
Provides outdoor experience, language
expansion and peer support.
Ages 7-14: July 11-17.
Cost is $50 per camper.
Get registration information from
Jenni Bailey, 218-828-2344 (v/tty)
or sertoma@campconfidence.com.

NAD’s Youth Leadership Camp
(ASL)
Sertoma Camp Endeavor, Dundee, Fla.
July 18-Aug. 15
Opportunity for students in grades 9-
11 to gain leadership, scholarship and
citizenship skills.
Cost is $975.
Brochure and application are online at
www.nad.org/YLCAdventures in Summer Learning

Family Communication Week
(ASL)
Camp Knutson on Big Trout and
Lower Whitefish Lakes in Manhatten
Beach, Minn., gives families exposure
to sign language, Deaf Culture and
adult deaf role models.
Aug. 6-20.
Contact Diane Leonard at 800-456-
3690. Application is available online at
www.dhs.state.mn.us/ECS/dhhs/
camp.htm.

Cue Camp Minnesota
(Cued Speech)
St. John’s University in Collegeville
June 24-47
Camp offers all levels of classes to
teach families and professionals to cue.
Request camp brochures from Joan
Christenson, MinnCuer@aol.com.

CNI Cochlear Kids Camp
(Oral)
Colorado Neurological Institute’s
CEnter for HEaring offers a 4-day
camp with recreation and education for
children with cochlear implants and
their families from all across America.
June 3-6 or Sept. 9-12
YMCA Family Conference Center in
the Rocky Mountains near Denver
Cost is $250 for a family of 4.
www.thecni.org/hearing

Courage North
(Voice and ASL)
Lake George, Minn.
Activities include sailing, water-skiing,
nature activities and crafts. Campers
stay in modern log cabins with 2-4
staff and 7-9 other campers. Includes
overnight camping experience in
nearby Itasca State Park.
Teens (13-17): July 28-Aug. 12
Youth (7-12): Aug. 15-24
Contact Courage Center, 763-
588-0811(v), 763-520-0245(tty).
www.couragecamps.org.

National Leadership and Literacy
Camp (NLLC)
(ASL)
Grades 5-8: July 6-19
Grades 9-12: July 22 to Aug. 2
For registration information see
www.camplakodia.com/nllc, e-mail
Deb Skjeveland, Program Specialist at
dskjeveland@c-s-d.org, or call 800-
642-6410 (v) or 866-273-3323 (tty).

The rest of these camps
have various programs
throughout the summer for
deaf/hard of hearing kids.

Aspen Camp School for the Deaf
Rocky Mountains, Colorado
970-923-2511
www.acsd.org

Bill Rice Ranch
Tennessee, Arizona, New England
www.billriceranch.org

Camp Isola Bella
Berkshire Mountains, Conneticut
www.asd-18-17.org

Georgia Peach Cochlear Implant
Association Family Retreat
(Oral)
June 4-6
Cost is $60 for adults, $40 for kids.
Cohutta Springs Convention CEnter
Crandall, Georgia
www.gpc.edu/~btucker/gpcia

Camp Mark Seven
Old Forge, New York
585-381-5930
www.campmark7.org or e-mail
ExecDir@campmark7.org

Camp Taloali
Cascade Mountains, Oregon
Operates all summer with Silent Camp,
Family Weekend, Backpacking, and
Hose camp for ages 9-17.
www.TALOALI.org

YMCA Camp Indian Springs
Crawfordville, Florida
D/HH week: July 18-July 4
Cost is $396.
www.campindiansprings.com

2004 Summer Camp Schedule

Local Camps for Families

Other Camps for Families

Local Camps for Kids

Other Camps for Kids
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Deaf, Hard of Hearing and DeafBlind Legislative Day
Monday, March 15, 2004

Training at Kelly Inn
Rally and Lobby at State Capitol

Come to the capitol, hear from community leaders and legislators, and make
appointments with your legislators.  We need the biggest turnout ever to make sure that
your voice (and hands) are heard and seen!

9:00-9:30 a.m. Coffee and Rolls at Kelly Inn

9:30-11:30 a.m. Legislative Training at Kelly Inn
How to meet with your legislator; how to write a letter to your
legislator; learn about the new bills that will impact deaf, hard of
hearing and deafblind people; prepare for the November 2004
elections.

11:30-1:00 p.m. Lunch on Your Own / Meet with Your Legislators

1:00-2:00 p.m. Rally in the Capitol Rotunda

2:00-3:30 p.m. Individual Meetings With Legislators

Guest Speakers:
Senator Chuck Wiger

Representative Matt Entenza
Representative Lynne Osterman

Training at Kelly Inn:  Register with MCDHH at terry.schwankl@state.mn.us or call
651-296-3980. Let us know so we have enough materials. ASL interpreters will be
provided. To request additional accommodations, contact Terry no later than March 2,
2004. Requests received after March 2 cannot be guaranteed.

Rally:  Register with MCDHH at terry.schwankl@state.mn.us or call 651-296-3980. ASL
interpreters will be provided. To request additional accommodations, contact Terry no
later than March 2, 2004. Requests received after March 2 cannot be guaranteed.

Make Appointments with Legislators:  (1) Identify your legislator On the Web at
http://maps.commissions.leg.state.mn.us/website/districts/; or call 651-296-2146 (V),
1 (800) 657-3550 (V); or 651-296-9896 (TTY). Give your address and zip code and
they will give you contact information. (2) Call your legislator and make an
appointment with them; (3) Need an Interpreter?  After you set up time with your
legislator, call CSD at 651-224-6548 or 1-877-456-7589 V/TTY and tell them the name
of your legislator, time of your appointment, and they will schedule interpreters.

Tours of Capitol and Directions:  On your own. Contact the Minnesota Historical
Society at 651-296-2881 (V), 651-282-6073 (TTY) or email statecapitol@mnhs.org to
set up a time for your tour. The Historical Society will arrange for interpreters.

Directions to Kelly Inn: 161 St. Anthony Ave. From 35E to Kellogg Blvd exit; From
Interstate 94, exit on Marion Street, go north to the Best Western Kelly Inn. About two
blocks from the Capitol. Free parking in lot.

Want to Volunteer?  Contact Mary.Hartnett@state.mn.us



Saturday, April 24, 2004 
 

9:30 -11:30 am 
 

Como Park Pavilion 
 

1360 North Lexington Parkway, St. Paul 
(see attached map) 

If you are the parent of a child who was diagnosed with a hearing loss 
during the past year, chances are you have a lot of questions...   

Kirsten Coverstone, an audiologist at the University 
of Minnesota, Coordinator of Lions Infant Hearing 
Aid Loaner Bank, and one of the Newborn Hearing 
Screening Co-Coordinators, will be available to 
talk to parents and answer questions. 

 

Whether your child: 
 

• Has mild to profound hearing loss 
• Has a hearing loss in one ear or both 
• Has a cochlear implant,  hearing aids, or  no amplification 
• Will learn sign, cued speech, oral communication, or a 

combination  
 

Experienced parents will be there to answer questions, tell 
stories, and share information and resources. 

 
 What happens  
when my  daughter 
gets to school? 

 
The first cup of coffee is on us! 
 

Bring family photos to share! 

 How will I read 
you a story? 

Sponsored by the Family Support Connection at Lifetrack Resources.  Contact 651-265-2435 (voice)  or 
651-265-2379 (TTY)or fsc@lifetrackresources.org  for more information and to reserve your spot. 
 

Build better lives for children who are deaf or hard of hearing by providing parent-based, unbiased support to families. 

Please mark your calendars for upcoming coffee chats: 
 

- same time, same place July 24th and  
October 23rd, 2004. 



Don’t forget to mark your calendars for upcoming coffee chats: 
 

- same time, same place on July 24th and October 23rd, 2004. 

Map for Como Park Pavilion: 

Family Support Connection is a program at Lifetrack Resources. 

www.familysupportconnection.org 




