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Cued Speech transliterator enjoys job
Many people feel called to their chosen careers. Brent Burrow, a Cued

Speech transliterator at Gideon Pond Elementary School, grew up with his
“calling,” transliterating for two of his sisters who are deaf.

“My first paid job was to transliterate for my sister,” Brent said. “I wasn’t
trained, but, no one else could do it. I was the oldest sibling with typical hearing.”

Brent grew up in Salt Lake City with three hearing siblings and two pro-
foundly deaf siblings. His mother also has a hearing loss. Hearing loss runs in her
family, Brent said.

“So, I have lots of aunts, uncles, a grandmother, and a great grandmother
who have hearing loss,” he added.

Even with hearing loss, everyone communicated orally, including Brent’s sis-
ters who attended the Utah School for the Deaf until they were introduced to
Cued Speech. That introduction happened in 1993 by chance—or, it could have
been destiny.

At that time, Brent’s mother worked at a ski resort where she met a family
from Virginia with children who were deaf. The family used a communication
method Brent’s mom had never seen. She asked them about it, and they told her
about the system of Cued Speech.

“My mother became fascinated with the idea of my sisters learning it,” Brent
said. When his mom couldn’t find anyone locally who knew Cued Speech, she
flew in instructors from Virginia who taught their whole family how to cue.

“For my sister who was 10 or 11 at the time, it was as if a light was turned
on,” Brent explained.  “She had access to information she never had before.”

His other sister was about 6 then, and, transitioned smoothly into cueing.
Brent, who was 13, was a little more reluctant to learn to cue.

“Cueing in public was embarrassing at first,” he said. But, gradually he came
to like cueing.

“My mom made it fun,” he explained. “She had a rule that we had to cue at
the dinner table. She told us if we could cue our burps, we could burp. So, we
learned how to cue all our bodily functions. We were slow at first, and then be-
came more fluent.”

In 1995, when Utah held its first cue camp, “Cue-Tah,” Brent was a counse-
lor. He has continued to work at cue camp since then. Now, he also teaches cue
classes for kids at the summer camps. He worked at last summer’s Cue Camp
Minnesota in Collegeville.

Brent worked as a transliterator while he attended college.
“I got huge employee discounts for college by working there. That’s what

really motivated me to transliterate,” he added.
He took a break from transliterating to become a fire fighter for a year, but

decided he wanted to get back to his true calling. While there’s no official degree
in Cued Speech, Brent found ways to get additional training. He took courses
from Language Matters, the only cued language transliterator graduate and under-
graduate college credit in the world. He also took classes at the Utah Community
Center for the Deaf, became a staff transliterator and developed workshops. In
2002, he took the Cued Speech American Competency Screening and the na-
tional certification test, scoring “better than I expected,” he added. That same
year, he followed a job lead to Minnesota and has been working in District 917
(Burnsville, Eagan, Savage) since then. Cue... continued on Page 5

Brent Burrow cues to kids at Cue
Camp Minnesota in June.

Cued Speech is a visual communi-
cation system that takes a spoken
language and visually represents what
is being said syllable by syllable. It
combines the normal speaking mouth
movements with “cues” to make all
the sounds of spoken language look
different and more easily recognized.

When cueing English, eight
handshapes show consonant sounds
and four locations near the mouth
show vowel sounds.  A handshape and a
location together cue a syllable.  This
method can be used to cue any spoken
language.

Cued Speech makes visual
distinctions between easily confused
mouth movements like “bee” and
“pea.”  Cued Speech was designed to
improve literacy by exposing deaf kids
to the phonetics of language.

Cued Speech interpreters are
called transliterators because they are
not interpreting one language into
another, but are showing everything
that is spoken syllable for syllable.

What is Cued
Speech?
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Here’s What’s Happening

Sunday,
February 6

“Dancing with the Divine: Arts of India, Tibet, and
Southeast Asia,” an ASL-interpreted tour at the Minneapolis
Institute of Arts, begins at 2 p.m. For details, call 612-870-
3131(v), 612-870-3132(tty) or e-mail dhegstro@artsmia.org.

FOCUS is published by the Family
Support Connection at Lifetrack
Resources. Submissions are welcome
and can be sent to the editor via email.

Newsletter Editor:
Audrey Alwell
herwell@wwt.net

Please note that information about
events, services, or other organizations
does not imply endorsement by the
Family Support Connection.

The Family Support Connection’s mission
is to build better lives for children who
are deaf and hard of hearing by providing
parent-to-parent support to families.
Please visit our website at
www.familysupportconnection.org.

© 2005 Lifetrack Resources

The PG-rated “Lemony Snicket's
A Series of Unfortunate Events” will
show with open captions Jan. 10
and 11 at
Kerasotes Theater
in Coon Rapids
(612-757-6608),
and Jan. 12 and
13 in Inver Grove
Heights (651-453-
1016) and Feb. 2
and 3 at CEC
Cinema 6/
Faribault..

“The Polar Express,” rated G,
will be open-captioned Jan. 17 and
18 at Kerasotes in Coon Rapids, and
Jan. 19 and 20 in Inver Grove
Heights. Coon Rapids will show a
captioned “National Treasure” Jan.
31 and Feb. 1. The PG-rated movie
will be in Inver Grove Heights Feb. 2
and 3.

Open-captioned movies also
show at Oakdale Cinemas (Marcus
Theatres) 5677 Hadley Ave. N. For
movie showtimes call 651-770-4994
or see www.marcustheatres.com.
      Theaters with rear-window
captioning include the Crown The-
ater Block E, 600 Hennepin Ave.
(612-338-1466), and the AMC Eden
Prairie Mall 18 Theatres, 4000 Fly-
ing Cloud Drive (952-656-0010).

 Captioned movies abound

Deaf storyteller Estella Bustamante signs stories for kids
ages 3 to 7 at 10:30 a.m., Merriam Park Library, 1831
Marshall Ave., St. Paul, 651-642-0385(v), 651-298-4184(tty).

Saturday,
January 8 &
February 5

CSD sponsors Swim Night 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Oxford
Pool, 1079 Iglehart, St. Paul. $3 kids/$4 adults. For infor-
mation, call 651-487-8872(tty)  or lpressleyford@c-s-d.org.

Friday,
January 7 &
February 4

“Kilimanjaro: To the Roof of Africa” opens with rear-
window captions at the Science Museum of Minnesota. The
film follows six adventurers through Mt. Kilimanjaro's chang-
ing climate zones and interesting landscapes. For more infor-
mation, see www.smm.org and click on “Show Times.”

Friday,
January 14

The Family Support Connection sponsors a FREE roller
skating party for families with children who are deaf or hard
of hearing. The party runs from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Roller
Gardens in St. Louis Park. See flyer for details.

Sunday,
January 30

Learn Visual Phonics, a system of hand signs and written
symbols that help clarify English speech and language, at a
workshop from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Friday and 8 a.m.
to noon Saturday at Capitol View, 70 W. Cty. Rd. B2, Little
Canada. The workshop is free to parents and professionals
from NE Metro 916 Member Districts, $50 for others.
Contact:Laurie White, 651-415-5548 or email
lawhite@nemetro.k12.mn.us.

January 14
& 15

Wisconsin Educational Services Program for the Deaf and
Hard of Hearing is hosting the Third Annual Statewide
Parent Conference at the Kalahari Resort in the Wisconsin
Dells. Family activities and workshops fill the weekend. For
registration information, contact Kim Koss, Conference
Chairperson at YBeKoss2@aol.com, or Marcy Dropkin at
262-787-9540 (v/tty ).

March 11-13

“Discover the Essential Components in Your Child’s
Educational Plan” at the Family Support Connection work-
shop from 9:30 a.m. to noon at Lifetrack Resources, 709
University Ave., in St. Paul. Carolyn Anderson, Advocate at
PACER Center, walks you through all the essential parts of
an educational assessment, an Individualized Family
Service Plan (IFSP), an Individualized Education Plan (IEP)
and helps you identify these necessary components in your
own child’s plan. Children’s activities will be provided, but
reservations are required. Sign language interpreters and cue
transliterators are available by request. Reserve a seat by
Feb. 23 by calling 651-265-2435 (v), 651-265-2379 (TTY)
or toll-free 1-866-346-4543 (v) or 1-866-857-2379 (TTY).

Saturday,
February 26
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By Candace Lindow-Davies,
Family Support Coordinator

We hope that this newsletter finds you in good health
and enjoying the new year. As the new year dawned, I
stopped to look back at the past year while making plans
for 2005. As proud as I am for our accomplishments, I
am eager to try new things and make changes to im-
prove the services we offer. I feel blessed to have the
support of so many of you as we move forward.

We did so much last year, it would be impossible to
list all our activities here. We finished up 2004 with a
trip up to Mountain Iron where we met some wonderful
families who are just starting their own support network
for their region. We were honored to have the chance to
kick things off (and thrilled that we did not get caught in
a foot of snow!)  In December, we also had a chance to
meet with another parent support group up in Anoka.
That was a very talkative and inspiring group of parents.
I so appreciate any opportunity I have to meet with par-
ents, as they continue to teach me about the different
experiences of raising a child who has hearing loss.

As for 2005, we are making some changes while
keeping some activities the same. As you see, we will be
hosting our roller skating event at the end of the month
(see the attached flyer). I encourage your family to at-
tend, even if you or your children are not the best skat-
ers. We have the whole rink to ourselves. It is a great
way to see children with all levels of hearing loss and all
communication modes. At last year’s event, I was busy
as one of the hosts, and my husband was helping our
daughter. I looked out to see a parent I had just met,
helping my son around the rink. What a wonderful com-
munity this is!  (And thank you again to that parent!)

We are once again starting up our educational work-
shops quarterly. In February, we will have Carolyn
Anderson from PACER do a step-by-step walk-through
of assessments and educational plans to make sure all
the necessary components are present. I strongly encour-
age you to attend this event as well. This is a continua-
tion of her presentation at our September Parent
Retreat. I learned so much during that discussion! We
will offer the workshop here at Lifetrack and will have
childcare available (again, look for the flyer attached). In
April, we plan to have a panel made of up adults who
have varying levels of hearing loss and who use different
communication modes. I think you will be very inspired
by this discussion.  We will have two more educational
workshops (topics to be announced) in July and Novem-
ber. Finally, our Family Picnic is set for Thursday, Aug.
11 back at Como Park.

I look forward to connecting with many of you in the
coming year!

In Your Corner

IDEA reauthorized with new cochlear
implant information

Late this past year, Congress reauthorized the Individuals
With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), adding specific
policy direction to the U.S. Department of Education on the
need to provide information on the full range of options,
including cochlear implants, for families with children who
are deaf or hard of hearing. President Bush signed the bill
into law Dec. 3.

The Department of Education will soon release a new
brochure for parents outlining options for deaf and hard-of-
hearing children, which will be distributed by state early in-
tervention programs.

The IDEA Conference Report states:  “Conferees com-
mend the office of Special Education & Rehabilitative Ser-
vices for developing updated early intervention materials that
set out the full range of options for families with deaf and
hard-of-hearing children who now have the potential to de-
velop age-appropriate language in whatever modality their
parents choose. Dramatic improvements in hearing technol-
ogy, both hearing aids and cochlear implants, provide new
opportunities for families who wish to pursue spoken lan-
guage for their child with hearing loss. These new materials
and efforts further the goals of the IDEA that early interven-
tion personnel actively provide comprehensive and bias-free
information on the range of language options available to a
child with hearing loss, including the benefits of early amplifi-
cation and/or early implantation of a cochlear implant.”

A summary of the new IDEA is at www.nichcy.org/
reauth/2004IDEASUMMARY-12.04.doc.

The Governor’s Advisory Council on Hearing Instrument
Dispensers has two openings for new members to help the
council decide how hearing aids are sold to consumers in the
state.

The council advises the Commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Health on matters relating to certification and regu-
lation of hearing instrument dispensers including certification
standards, enforcement of certification laws and rules, and
examination services. Meetings are held the third Wednesday
of March, June and September and the second Wednesday
of December, with additional meetings scheduled as neces-
sary. Meetings are held at the Minnesota Department of
Health office in Energy Park, St. Paul. Members are paid
$55 per diem plus expenses.

The Council has openings for one member of the public
and one person who uses a hearing aid. An application is
online under “Open appointments” at www.sos.state.mn.us/
openapp/forms.html.

If you have questions, contact  Minnesota Commission
Serving Deaf and Hard of Hearing People at 651-297-7305
or email mary.hartnett@state.mn.us.

State’s hearing aid dispenser advisory
council seeks new members
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Q & A
Ask a Professional

Question:  How do we get our child started using Cued
Speech at school?

Answer:  There are several ways to implement cueing
into a child’s education. The easiest and most effective
way to do this is to first cue at home. By cueing at home,
your child learns the language of your home (assuming
it’s a spoken language), as well as your culture and val-
ues. You also help your child feel like part of the family,
sharing the same native language as you.

Cued Speech is a finite system to learn. Once you
learn the 8 hand shapes, 4 vowel placements and how to
put them together to form words, you can cue anything
and everything you say to your child, after only a 15-hour
class. You may choose to take more classes to improve
your skills, but, you would not have to. After about 6
months of practice, you should be able to cue at your
rate of speech.

90% of information children learn is learned inciden-
tally. These are the things that we just know, but no one
ever sat down and taught us. At IEP meetings when
teachers talk about background knowledge or general
knowledge, these are the types of things they are talking
about. When you cue at home, your children pick up
these things naturally, learning them the same way hear-
ing kids do.

Research says children who have a hearing loss, but
no other cognitive or developmental delays, will have
language skills equal to their hearing peers when they
reach double the age at which they were first consistently
cued to at home. So, if you start when your child is age
two, by age four your child will have language skills equal
to a hearing four-year-old’s. It pays to start young!

Cueing at home also has an impact on what commu-
nication method will be used in school. A child who en-
ters school with English as their native language through
cueing, should also get cueing in school. If your school
challenges that, you can request that testing be adminis-
tered in more than one mode, and then compare scores.
A test can be given in Cued English and another version
of the test given in Spoken English. A child that is cued
to at home will typically do better on the Cued English
version. A student who is cued to at home will also typi-
cally have a better grasp of phonemic awareness (how
letters sound), which is the best predictor of how well
children will learn to read in their first years in school.

If your child is older and you want to add cueing to
their educational plan, I would still encourage you to learn
to cue and use it at home. When I work with older stu-
dents new to cueing I use the “sandwich” technique—sign
the word, then cue it and then sign it again. As the child
gets more comfortable with cueing, I reverse the sand-
wich, cueing the word, signing it for clarification and then
cueing it again.  I add cueing slowly to their school day,
starting with subjects like spelling and grammar. I also try
to implement cueing during speech therapy sessions.
Often I incorporate cueing quickly into subjects like sci-
ence and social studies, where there are immense
amounts of vocabulary words that often do not have
signs. If a student is younger than 8, typically they pick up
cueing with out any formal training in how the system
works. After that age, kids need to be taught the system
and how it works.

If you are cueing with your child, it is important to get
cueing going at school as soon as possible in order to
maintain consistency between home and school.  Al-
though some professionals would disagree with me, I am
a strong proponent of having transliterators in the pre-
school settings, if the teacher does not cue. It is amazing
how early students learn to focus on the person cueing.

If you are cueing at home and you want your child to
get cueing at school, it is important to express this desire
to your school district as early as possible. Unfortunately,
transliterators are hard to find, and often districts need to
train someone for this position. It takes at least 9 months
of cueing before a person is able to cue at the rate of a
teacher’s speech in the classroom. There are other skills
such as ethics, that a transliterator needs to master before
he or she should be in the classroom.

Language Matters, Inc., teaches these skills through a
series of classes, which are offered in Minnesota through
the Resource Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in
Faribault. Unfortunately, these classes must be taken in
order and if you miss one, you have to wait for it to be
offered again before continuing. The first class in this
series is called “Educational Interpreting Defined.” I would
strongly suggest parents attend this class. I would also
suggest that you request a member of your IEP team to
attend this class as well as an administrator in your special
education department. This is the only class in the series
that participants need not be able to cue to attend.

For information on the Language Matters classes
offered in Minnesota, call the Resource Center at 1-800-
657-3936, or visit www.langauge-matters.com.

For more information on Cued Speech, contact the
Cued Speech Association of Minnesota at 952-929-3965.

By Amy Voorhees, Teacher of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Co-President of the Cued Speech Association of Minnesota
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A Little Grin

We were visiting my husband’s
grandmother in Alabama with our
children, including 5-year-old Paige
who is deaf, wears a cochlear im-
plant and cues.

Grandma came up to Paige
and said, “Give me some shuguh!”

 “What?!” Paige asked.
Grandma repeated and I cued,
“Come give Grandma some
shuguh!” Paige looked perplexed
and asked, “What is shuguh?” I
smiled, cued and explained.
“Shuguh is how Grandma says
sugar.  When she asks you for
shuguh she is asking you for a hug
and a kiss.”

Paige burst out laughing, enjoy-
ing the southern accent.  “Shuguh!
Shuguh! Give me some sugar!
Grandma, you're funny!” Together
they giggled and hugged.

Deaflympics results online

By Katherine Burns-Christenson

Share your ‘Grins’ by e-mailing
fsc@lifetrackresources.org.

Family hopes for Cued
Speech magnet school

Deaflympics, the international
competition for deaf athletes, is un-
derway this week in Australia. Daily
results are at www.deaflympics.com.
The website also has a link to Deaf-
Nation with video from the games.

Nearly 230 American athletes are
competing in the games, which have
more than 3,600 participants.
Among the athletes is Thai badmin-
ton player Nattachai Unsomsri. His
doubles partner was killed in the re-
cent tsunami. Unsomsri will now play
in singles competition on Sunday.

A family living in the southwest
suburbs of the Twin Cities is hoping to
gather enough interested parents to
start plans for a magnet school for
A family living in the southwest suburbs
of the Twin Cities is hoping to gather
enough interested parents to start plans
for a magnet school for Cued Speech.

Mark and Carie Schoen’s daughter,
Kelby, is exposed to Cued Speech in
her third grade class 20% of the week.
The Schoens are so impressed with
cueing, they want to develop a school
where teachers cue directly to students.

“The mainstream setting is failing
our daughter, and, she has been slip-
ping further behind each year,” Mark
said. “We believe that cued speech is
the answer. The school district has
indicated that little more can be done
unless more children are involved. If we
organize and work together we can
make this school happen.”

If you’re interested in the concept
of a Cued Speech magnet school, con-
tact the Schoens at 952-448-6595.

Cue...continued from Page 1

His sisters continue to use Cued
Speech transliterators and do well in
school. The sister who is older attends
Brigham Young University on a scholar-
ship. The younger sister, who is still in
high school, just got her driver’s li-
cense. Another brother, who has a
progressive hearing loss, also uses a
transliterator for his college classes.

Brent’s mother, who has been so
dedicated to teaching the family to cue,
has earned a degree in linguistics and a
minor in special education. She trains
transliterators and has worked with
many of the top professionals in Cued
Speech, including Tom Shull, who de-
veloped the curriculum for Cue Camp
Minnesota last summer.

Brent has worked with students of
all ages. He finds it rewarding to watch
a child’s language develop as they learn
to cue. He has witnessed “amazing
leaps” in kids’ language comprehen-
sion, he said.

“I was transliterating for a child
once and I was describing that they
were going to have a ‘present swap’ at
school,” Brent said. “The child I was
transliterating for said, ‘Swap…what
does that word mean?’ That wouldn’t
have happened if they weren’t exposed
to ‘swap’ in conversation.”

He finds that kids whose families
cue with them really excel at school.

“Cue can help when used alone at
school, but the results are tenfold if the
child has exposure at home,” he ex-
plained. “Once the kids get it, they rock
it,” he added.

Districts 917 and 196 Programs
for Learners who are Deaf or Hard of
Hearing will offer a range of sign lan-
guage and cued English classes for
adults from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and
7:45 to 8:45 p.m. on Tuesdays, Feb.
8 - April 19 at Cedar School in Eagan.
Sign language and cued English activ-
ity classes for kids will run from 6:30
to 7:30 p.m. those same dates.

Classes are open to everyone,
with enrollment priority given to the
parents and siblings of students cur-
rently served by these districts. Fees
are $10/person for family of district
students, $30 for in-district non-fam-
ily members, and $50 for non-district
participants.

For registration information, email
vickie.bjerke@isd917.k12.mn.us. Reg-
istration forms are due Feb. 4.
Classes must have a set number of in-
district participants. Non-district en-
rollees will be notified if space is
available.

The Internet has several re-
sources for learning Cued Speech.

The National Cued Speech Associ-
ation’s site, www.cuedspeech.org,
describes Cued Speech and has a
store that sells books, software and
videos. New England Cued Speech
Services has a website
(web7.mit.edu/CuedSpeech/
cue_lesson.html) that includes infor-
mation on how to cue. Under the
heading “The Art of Cueing,” there
are Quicktime videos of words being
cued, which offers a good glimpse of
what Cued Speech looks like. There
also is an online manual for gaining
proficiency in Cued Speech at
www.uri.edu/comm_service/
cued_speech.

Web has Cue resources

Sign, Cue classes offered
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“The Cued Speech Resource
Book for Parents of Deaf Children,”
by R. Orin Cornett, Ph.D., and
Mary Elsie Daisey, M.Ed., is a
comprehensive resource for families
that use Cued Speech, but it’s also an
interesting read for those who want
to explore different language
options for children who are deaf.

The book provides a better
understanding of a “visual commu-
nication system [made up of] eight
handshapes, placed in four different
locations near the face to supple-
ment what is seen on the mouth in
such a way to make the spoken
language clear through vision
alone.”  But more than that, the
book offers stories of different
families’ successes and struggles.

In this 30-chapter book, many
issues involving deafness are
addressed, such as language acquisi-
tion and literacy. The book was
reviewed by 14 sets of experienced
parents, recruited by the authors.

In addition to books about Cued
Speech, our library offers other
ways to explore cueing. There are
CD-ROMs that either adults or
children can enjoy. We also have
videos with workbooks that teach
Cued Speech from the beginning in
easy-to-follow lessons.

In addition to cueing resources,
our library has materials on other
communication options, such as
sign language and auditory/oral
methods.

To request library materials, call
651-265-2372(v) or toll-free
866-DHOHKID or email
fsc@lifetrackresources.org.

By Robin Coninx, FSC Specialist

Off The Shelf

ASL-Interpreted
Performances

Mamma Mia!
Sunday, Jan. 16, 6:30 p.m.
$23-75; ASL available if requested in
advance: email accessible@orpheum.com.
Historic Orpheum Theatre, 910
Hennepin Ave.S., Mpls, 612-373-5637, -
5655(tty), www.hennepintheatredistrict.com.

The Magic School Bus--Live
Friday, Jan. 28, 10 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Benedicta Arts Center, College of Saint
Benedict, St. Joseph, 320-363-2556 or
320-363-5777, www.csbsju.edu/finearts.

Green Gables
Sunday, Jan. 30, 2 p.m.
$14, $11 ages 2-17 & ages 60+
Hopkins Center for the Arts Mainstage,
1111 Mainstreet, Hopkins, 952-979-
1111, www.stagestheatre.org.

Oedipus
Friday, Feb. 4, 7:30 p.m.
Reduced to $16 for ASL patrons.
Guthrie Theater, 725 Vineland, Minne-
apolis, 612-377-2224(v), 612-377-
6626(tty), www.guthrietheater.org.

Home on the Mornin' Train
Saturday, Feb. 5, 7:30 p.m.
Half-price, call: 612-623-9080.
Youth Performance Company, Howard
Conn Fine Arts Center, 1900 Nicollet Ave.,
Mpls,  www.youthperformanceco.com.

The Violet Hour
Saturday, Feb. 5, 8 p.m.
Half-price: 651-291-7005.
Park Square Theatre, 408 Saint Peter St.,
St. Paul, www.parksquaretheatre.org.

Dames At Sea
Thursday, Feb. 10, 7:30 p.m.
$8 in advance by calling 763-422-3406.
Anoka-Ramsey Community College,
11200 Mississippi Blvd NW, Coon
Rapids, www.AnokaRamsey.edu.

A Chorus Line
Friday, Feb. 11, 7:30 p.m.
Reduced to $17.
Bloomington Center for the Arts, 1800
W. Old Shakopee Road, 952-563-8587,
www.bloomingtonartcenter.com.

Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat
Friday, Feb. 11 & Saturday, Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m.
$12, $10 students/seniors: 763-422-1838
Lyric Arts Main Street Stage, 420 E.
Main St., Anoka, www.lyricarts.org.

Sweet Charity
Sunday, Feb. 13, 1 p.m., $23-75
Request ASL: accessible@orpheum.com.
Historic Orpheum Theatre

The Lion King at Historic Orpheum
Sunday, April 10 & 17, 1 p.m.
Request ASL: accessible@orpheum.com.

Christy Smith, the young woman
from Colorado who is deaf and spent
33 days in the Amazon for the CBS
reality series Survivor, is building on
her Survivor fame to spread the word
that being deaf should not be an ob-
stacle to achieving goals.

Smith has launched a new TV
show, “Christy's Kids: Challenge Your-
self!” The show debuted last month on
the public TV station in Denver. The
first episode featured Smith on out-
door adventures with hearing and deaf
kids at the Aspen Camp School for the
Deaf, near Smith’s hometown.

A website, www.ChristysKids.tv,
gives more information about the
show. The site also has a fun game for
beginning sign language students to
test their knowledge of signs used on
the show.

You can encourage Twin Cities
public television to air “Christy’s Kids”
by sending a comment to
viewerservices@tpt.org or by visiting
www.tpt.org and selecting “Contact
Us.”

Smith also has her own website,
www.AmazinChristy.com. The site lists
her schedule of public appearances,
tells about her experiences growing up
and has a forum for readers’ com-
ments.

Bell’s website gains impact

‘Deaf Survivor’ creates
kids’ show, websites

AG Bell has revamped its website,
www.agbell.org.

The improved site features re-
sources on deafness and spoken lan-
guage options, the latest news and
information from the field, plus areas
for members to update their profiles,
renew their memberships, and learn
more about upcoming events and
networking opportunities. The site also
hosts live chats. The next chat, Jan.
13, will be hosted by Advanced Bion-
ics on bilateral cochlear implants.

Join us for
Skating Jan. 30!


