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Group promotes
deaf education in
other countries

The World Health Organization
estimates that the majority of
the world’s 123 million deaf
people live in developing

countries where only 10 percent of
them get educated.  An international
organization with its roots in Minne-
sota is changing that.

Global Deaf Connection (GDC) is
taking a hands-on approach to improv-
ing schooling for deaf children in devel-
oping countries along with creating job
opportunities for deaf adults in these
countries. The nonprofit group cur-
rently has programs in Kenya, Jamaica
and the Congo.

Kevin Long founded GDC after
seeing the desperate need firsthand in
Kenya. In 1996 while enrolled in inter-
preter training at St. Paul College,
Kevin contacted a school for the Deaf
in Kenya to see if he could volunteer to
teach in exchange for room and board.
The school jumped at the chance.

“Basically, I put everything on
hold, jumped on a plane three weeks
later and landed in Kenya,” Kevin ex-
plained. “Then I spent 3 days trying to
find this deaf school that was so far out
it wasn’t even on a map.”

When Kevin arrived, he found a
school where none of the teachers
could communicate with the students—
and most of the students were failing.

“I knew it would be behind the
U.S. because of the lack of resources,
but I was flabbergasted,” Kevin said.
“When I asked one girl what she hoped
to do when she was finished with
school she signed ‘I’m deaf,’ like that
meant she had no future.”

Kevin took weekend trips around
the country and found the same

problem in every school he visited. He
saw teachers writing on chalkboards
and pointing to the words, repeating
them over and over even though the
students couldn’t hear them.

“I thought ‘This is nuts!’’ he said.
“The trip literally changed my life.” He
returned from Kenya and “started
building GDC right then.” He enrolled
in International Nonprofit Manage-
ment at Metropolitan State University
and finished his interpreter training at
St. Paul College. He and Alan
Cartwright, a Deaf adult who had
experience in the Peace Corps, set up
the structure for GDC. They recruited
a Board of Directors with a majority of
members who are deaf.

“We founded GDC on two pre-
mises: that deaf kids need to be able to
understand their teachers through
sign, and, that they need to see deaf
adult role models,” Kevin said. “Our
focus is on empowering deaf adults
through higher education, helping
them through teacher training so they
take control of educating deaf kids.”

This approach creates a self-sus-
taining system, Kevin explained. He
calls it the “Cycle of Success.”

Kenya has been the Cycle’s prov-
ing ground. When GDC put the first
deaf student in teacher training college

with an interpreter four years ago, it
was the first time in all of Africa there
was a sign language interpreter in a
college.

“This is ground-breaking human
rights work,” Kevin added.

Since then, 14 deaf teachers have
been placed back in Kenya’s schools for
the deaf and 11 more are completing
college.

“Our goal is to have one deaf
teacher in all 41 schools in Kenya,”
Kevin said. When that happens, GDC
will leave Kenya and go to work in an-
other developing country.

“We’ve had 15 countries contact us
to implement our ‘Cycle of Success’
program,” he said. “The Deaf commu-
nities in these countries are an amazing,
untapped resource—right now they’re a
drain on social welfare programs, but
they could be so productive.”

Periodically, GDC organizes volun-
teers who sign to travel to its “project”
countries. This summer, a group will go
to Jamaica. Teachers who sign will work
with Jamaican graduates to prepare
them for teacher training college. An-
other group of signing volunteers will
help renovate the school for the deaf
and act as cultural ambassadors. For
information about this trip, see
www.deafconnection.org.

Excited children at a
school for the Deaf
in Jamaica ham it up
for a volunteer with
Global Deaf
Connection. GDC
will send signing
volunteers to
Jamaica again this
summer. Learn
more online at
deafconnection.org.
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ASL-Interpreted
PerformancesMinnesota North Star Academy hosts an open house

from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran
Church, 1669 N. Arcade St., St. Paul. Questions: 651-771-
2000(v), 651-771-2112(tty), or info@mnnorthstaracademy.org.

Tuesday,
April 12

April 28 & 29
& Sunday,
May 1

“Art in Bloom,” an ASL-interpreted tour at the Minneapolis
Institute of Arts, begins at 7:30 p.m. April 28 and at 11:30
a.m. April 29. See many of the new handmade bible pages in
“Illuminating the Word: The Saint John’s Bible,” an
ASL-interpreted tour Sunday, May 1 at  2 p.m. For details on
either tour, call 612-870-3131(v), 612-870-3132(tty) or email
dhegstro@artsmia.org.

The Wild Duck
Sunday, April 24, 2 p.m.
Tickets reduced to $10.
Commonweal Theatre, 206 Parkway Ave.
N., Lanesboro; 507-467-2525 or 800-
657-7025; www.commonwealtheatre.org.

MVP: The Jackie Robinson Story
Saturday, May 7, 7:30 p.m.
Advance tickets reduced to half-price.
Youth Performance Company at Howard
Conn Fine Arts Center, 1900 Nicollet
Ave., Minneapolis; 612-623-9080;
www.youthperformanceco.com.

The Little Prince
Saturday, May 7, 8 p.m.
Tickets reduced to $10 (+$1.50 fee);
TicketWorks: 612-333-6200.
Theatre de la Jeune Lune, 105 N. First
St., Mpls.; www.jeunelune.org.

Aladdin and his Magical Lamp
Sunday, May 8, 2 p.m.
Tickets reduced to $5-8.
Hopkins Center for Arts, 1111 Mainstreet;
952-979-1111; www.stagestheatre.org.

Damn Yankees
Friday, May 20, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets reduced to $17.
Bloomington Center for the Arts, 1800
W. Old Shakopee Road; 952-563-8575;
www.bloomingtoncivictheatre.org.

The Hobbit
Friday, May 20, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 25, 10:30 a.m.
Reduced tickets: 612-874-0400.
Children's Theatre Co., 2400 3rd Ave. S.,
Mpls.; www.childrenstheatre.org.

The grand opening gala for the Sister Kenny Interna-
tional Art Show by Artists with Disabilities runs from 5
to 8 p.m. at Abbott Northwestern Hospital, second floor,
Sister Kenny Rehabilitation Institute, 800 E. 28th St., Min-
neapolis, 612-863-4463. The awards ceremony will be
ASL-interpreted. The exhibit continues through May 18.

Thursday,
April 21

Friday,
April 22

Metro Deaf School’s Parent-Teacher Group hosts its
annual fundraising Spaghetti Dinner from 4:30 to 7 p.m.
at Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church,1669 Arcade St., in
St. Paul. Tickets are $7 for ages 12+, $4 for children and
free for age 2 and under ($20 per family limit). A student
performance begins at 6 p.m. For more information contact
Donna Stolz: dstolz@metrodeafschool.org, 651-224-3995
(v), 651-222-0984 (tty) or Julie Linstaedt: LUVQuilt@aol.com.

Saturday,
April 23

Nab tickets for $29.50 (almost half-price) to see Sweet
Honey In The Rock, an African-American a capella quintet,
at 8 p.m. at O’Shaughnesy Auditorium at the College of St.
Catherine in St. Paul. Make checks payable to “AVA Special
Events” and send by April 15 to Liz Brown, Deaf and Hard
of Hearing Services, Dept. of Human Services, 444
Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-3814.

Saturday,
April 23

Gain insights at the Family Support Connection’s Panel
Discussion: Living with a hearing loss, 9:30 a.m. to
noon at Lifetrack Resources in St. Paul. See flyer for details.

Deaf storyteller Estella Bustamante signs stories for kids
ages 3 to 7 at 10:30 a.m., Merriam Park Library, 1831
Marshall Ave., St. Paul, 651-642-0385(v), 651-298-4184(tty).

Saturday,
May 7

CSD sponsors Swim Night 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Oxford
Pool, 1079 Iglehart, St. Paul. $3 kids/$4 adults. For infor-
mation, call 651-487-8872(tty)  or lpressleyford@c-s-d.org.

Friday,
May 6

ASL interpreters are on hand for the May Day Festival
Tree of Life Ceremony following the parade to
Powderhorn Park in Minneapolis. See www.hobt.org.

Sunday,
May 1

DeafNation Expo, a free exhibition of “all things deaf,”
takes place from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at  Concordia University’s
Gangelhoff Arena, 275 Syndicate St. N. in St. Paul. To
register or get details, see www.deafnation.com.

Saturday,
April 16
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By Candace Lindow-Davies,
Family Support Coordinator

This month’s issue of FOCUS highlights hearing loss issues around the
world. You have had an opportunity to learn more about one local organiza-
tion that is making a difference across the globe: Global Deaf Connection.
Global Deaf Connection is among many groups that wish to improve the
lives of children who are deaf or hard of hearing in other countries. In Robin
Coninx’s column, “Off the Shelf,” she shared other ways to explore experi-
ences from abroad and how to get involved. But it’s often hard to know
where to start. We hope this issue will inspire you to continue the good
work many of you are doing in your homes with your own children, in your
children’s schools, in the state, and also to consider ways to reach children
in other countries.

I have been fortunate to attend our national Early Hearing Detection
and Intervention conference for the past three years now. Each year, I gain
valuable information about what other states and countries are doing to
improve outcomes for our children who are deaf or hard of hearing. The
conference last month was no exception. I was able to connect with Parent
Support Advocates from across the United States, attend workshops led by
individuals making pioneering efforts in regards to parent-to-parent connec-
tions, and brought home some great ideas for Minnesota.

One of several highlights of the conference for me was seeing the end
product of work done by a Centers for Disease Control (CDC) subcommittee
that I co-chair. We developed the first of four questionnaires for parents of
children newly diagnosed with a hearing loss. The first questionnaire is for
parents to use when visiting an audiologist. The three other questionnaires
will be for a speech therapist, ENT (Ear, Nose and Throat doctor), and early
interventionist. These materials plus many more are all available by visiting
the CDC website:  http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/ehdi/edmaterials.htm.
Parents also can contact our office for a copy.

Another highlight was hearing Justin Osmond (from the famous singing
family: the Osmonds) discuss his life growing up as one of several deaf
adults in a musical family. His life’s work now involves traveling with the
Starkey Foundation’s “So the World May Hear” program. There was not a
dry eye among the parents I sat with when he showed video of young chil-
dren from across the globe hear sound for the first time through donated
hearing aids.  And the tears from our parent group continued when he
played a video tribute to his mother for all her hard work and dedication to
him growing up.  (Although we joked that we were crying because we knew
we couldn’t count on our own children to stand before a national audience
and thank us for making the right choices for them! We only pray that we
have!)

I do hope you have enjoyed this issue and will consider joining us for
our next educational workshop on Saturday, April 23rd—see the attached
flyer  or visit our website for details. We have some inspirational adults who
have hearing loss coming to share their experiences.  I cannot encourage
you enough to attend, whether you’re just finding out about your young
child’s hearing loss or whether you have an older child who needs to witness
adults with hearing loss successfully employed and fully participating in life.

Until next time....

FSC seeks Somalis for new
parent ‘welcome letters’In Your Corner

The Family Support Connection
(FSC) is looking for a family from the
Somali community to participate in a
project for parents who have just
learned of their child’s hearing loss.

The FSC has developed “Welcome
Letters” for these families written by
experienced parents of children who are
deaf or hard of hearing, representing
many different communication meth-
ods, educational options and levels of
hearing loss. Eight letters have been
written in English, one in Hmong and
one in Spanish. The letters will be dis-
tributed through audiologists and hospi-
tals when babies are first diagnosed.

An additional letter written by a
family from the Somali community is
needed. If you know a Somali family
with a deaf or hard of hearing child that
would be willing to share their story,
please contact Candace Lindow-Davies
at candaced@lifetrackresources.org.
The family can remain anonymous.

Consumers have until April 15 to
contact the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) about problems with
Video Relay Services (VRS).

VRS consumers in California have
petitioned the FCC to stop providers
from restricting access to VRS by block-
ing equipment or limiting contracts.
The petition requests that all VRS ser-
vices and equipment be compatible or
“interoperable” with one another, al-
lowing consumers their choice of VRS
providers. To comment or learn more
about the issue, see www.c-s-d.org.

The National Cued Speech Associa-
tion (NCSA) wants parents and profes-
sionals to write to Congress requesting
support for NCSA’s request for a
$500,000 Congressional Appropriation
for the Deaf Children’s Literacy Project.

To get a sample letter to send your
representative or to learn more about
the project, email info@cuedspeech.org.

Cued Speech support needed

FCC accepting complaints
regarding video relay
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Q & A
Ask a Professional

Question:  I have a son who is deaf, and I would like
our family to be involved in helping people in other
parts of the world who are deaf. What can we in
Minnesota do?

Answer:  It’s great you want to expand your son’s
horizons by helping others who are deaf and who lack
the opportunities your son has here in Minnesota. In
Kenya, deaf students go to schools for the deaf where
most teachers don’t know how to sign. Thousands of
students have failed their way through the system and
ended up back on farms with non-signing families,
hardly able to communicate. Global Deaf Connection
(GDC) is working to change that.

In 1997 when GDC first went to Kenya, there
was only one Deaf teacher in the entire country.
Kenya has 41 schools for the deaf with about 200
deaf students per school. GDC has created a College
Support Program to help deaf Kenyans attend teach-
ers college so they can work in the country’s schools
for the deaf. Deaf Kenyan teachers provide lifetime
mentors for deaf students and inspire a chain-reaction
of deaf education professionals. Because of GDC’s
College Support Program, Kenya now has 14 deaf
Kenyan teachers and there are 11 more deaf
Kenyans currently in teachers college. Each deaf
teacher inspires over 200 deaf students year after
year. GDC is half way toward our goal of placing one
deaf Kenyan teacher in all 41 schools for the deaf. It
is one of the best ways to make an international,
sustainable difference.

Right now, we’re looking for individuals to help us
raise funds to sponsor more deaf Kenyans to attend
teachers college. It only costs about $500 per semes-
ter ($2,000 total) for a deaf Kenyan to attend a two-
year teacher training college in Kenya. Families can
do garage sales, car washes, even lemonade stands to
support the international Deaf community. Every
donation makes a big difference! For more in-
formation, contact Emily Smith-Lundberg at
esmithlundberg@deafconnection.org

Other incredible Deaf organizations that your
family can become involved with are the National
Association of the Deaf (NAD) and the World Federa-
tion of the Deaf (WFD). Both of these organizations
have been great networking partners during Global
Deaf Connection’s expansion stage.

By Kevin Long, Founder & CEO
Global Deaf Connection

“Deaf Duckling,” a play in both English and ASL about
a young woman who is deaf and growing up in a hearing
family, will be performed at several locations this month.

Public performances include three at Mixed Blood
Theatre, 1501 S. 4th St., in Minneapolis. Dates are April
23, 30 and May 7 at 3 p.m. Tickets have been reduced to
$7, $5 for kids. For tickets, call 612-338-6131 or 612-
338-5403 or email robin@mixedblood.com.

Mixed Blood Theatre also will perform “Deaf Duckling”
at area schools and special events. Bemidji Public Schools
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program will sponsor a free per-
formance at 7 p.m. April 22 at Bemidji High School. For
information contact dbratlien@bemidji.k12.mn.us

Bread of Life Lutheran Church in Minneapolis and the
Mill Neck Foundation are sponsoring two performances at
the church Saturday, April 16 to benefit Global Deaf Con-
nection. The first performance begins at 3 p.m. with a re-
ception and a 3:45 curtain time, followed by a Silent
Auction and reception at 6:30 p.m. and a repeat perfor-
mance at 7:30 p.m. Tickets for these benefit performances
are $13 for adults and $10 for kids. For more information,
visit the GDC website at www.deafconnection.org.

Sesame Street adds segments to teach signs
Members of the National Theatre of the Deaf will be

teaching signs to kids on Public Television’s “Sesame
Street” April 13-15.

Actors from the Little Theater of the Deaf will teach
signs for words such as jump, dance, run, and exercise in
short segments. Additional segments will air May 4-5 and
19-20 and periodically throughout the summer and fall.

Play features deaf lead; multiple venues

The National Deaf Latino Conference will be held in
Albuquerque, New Mexico June 30 to July 2. For registra-
tion information, see www.n-d-l-c.org.

Deaf Latino Conference set for end of June

Lionel Richie performs at the 23rd annual PACER
Benefit: May 7, at the Minneapolis Convention Center.

The evening begins at 6 p.m. with a Silent Auction
and show at 8 p.m. Tickets start at $55. For details, see
www.pacer.org. PACER serves children with disabilities
and their families.

PACER Benefit features Lionel Richie

Deaf Culture Salon looks at deaf actors in film
A Deaf Culture Salon, “Who’s Who among Deaf Ac-

tors/Actresses,” will take place Tuesday, May 3 from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Paul College Auditorium.

Doug Bahl will show film clips and lead the discussion
about struggles and accomplishments of the Deaf in movies.

Deaf Culture Salons are presented in American Sign
Language. Cost is $5. Registration begins at 6:30 p.m.
St. Paul College is located at 235 Marshall Ave.
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Students from Minnesota State
Academy for the Deaf (MSAD) will
perform an original play in ASL at
7 p.m. Tuesday, April 26 at St.
Paul College Auditorium.

“DOOGLE” explores what it
means to live as a deaf person in a
time when technological advance-
ments make it easier to be deaf.
The play is set at a residential
school for the deaf.

The players also will perform
at 7 p.m. April 7-9 at MSAD’s
Noyes Hall Auditorium.

Tickets for all performances
are $5 for adults, $3 for students.

Deaf students put on play
set at residential schoolMicrosoft is sponsoring a contest

for high school students 14-18 years
old for a $5,000 grant.

“You Can Make a Difference”
invites students to submit an idea
showing how technology can benefit a
charity or public service organization.
Applications also must include two
letters of recommendation.

Applicants receive a copy of
Microsoft’s Visual Studio NET 2003
Academic Edition. 10 finalists each will
be awarded a $5,000 grant with
$1,500 marked for implementing the
idea, $1,000 for the student’s high
school, and $2,500 for the student.
Mentors from Microsoft to help imple-
ment their ideas.

Applications must be received by
April 30. Additional information and
an online application is available at
www.thespoke.net/ycmd/info.aspx.

The Family Support Connection,
which is a nonprofit charity, has sev-
eral projects that might be considered
for this grant. For information contact
Candace Lindow-Davies at 651-265-
2435 (v), 651-265-2379 (tty), or email
CandaceD@lifetrackresources.org.

Microsoft offers grants to
high school students Sorenson Video Relay Service is

sponsoring an open-captioned print of
“The Pacifier,” rated PG, at 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 14 at Kerasotes Show-
place in Inver Grove Heights.

Free tickets are available for deaf
and hard-of-hearing individuals. The
first 200 will receive Sorenson VRS
T-shirts, which they can wear to
DeafNation Expo April 16 at Con-
cordia University to be eligible for a
drawing to win a big screen TV.

Reserve seats by sending an email
to moviesstpaul@sorenson.com.

Company offers free movie

Three students at Minnesota North
Star Academy, the charter high school
for kids who are deaf, deafblind, or
hard of hearing, have received a grant
to research ways to make restaurants
more “deaf-friendly.”

Alex Jacobson, Aaron Klein and
Jenny Williams received $2,430 from
What Kids Can Do, Inc., funded by the
Bill and Melinda Gates foundation. The
students are conducting more than 100
surveys and interviewing deaf people
about their restaurant experiences.
They also will interview restaurant
managers about their experiences
dealing with deaf customers. After
analyzing the data, the students will
work with their community partner,
T.G.I. Friday’s® restaurants, to train
employees to work with deaf patrons.

North Star students get grant

A couple of new websites that
have a sign-language slant have
popped up on the Internet.

A new webstore, BuyASL.com,
offers ASL books, videos, flashcards,
games and assistive living devices. Now
through April 15 they have a 15% off
Grand Opening sale.

SignLanguageGreetings.com has
greeting cards and postcards with
signed messages.

The Laurent Clerc National Deaf
Education Center’s Honors Program
hosts “Summit 2005: An Academic
and Leadership Development Camp for
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students.”

The seminar, which runs from June
20-July 1, is open to current high
school students. Activities include Ad-
vanced Placement  preview classes in
English, Biology, and U.S. History,
leadership discussions and simulations,
and a weekend tour of Washington,
D.C. Students stay in the Model Sec-
ondary School for the Deaf dorms.

Registration for the program is
$100 per student, including meals.
Enrollment is limited to 30 students.
For more information, see http://
clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/Honors.

Gallaudet hosts summer camp

PACER hosts a free workshop,
“Taking the Maze out of Funding,”
Saturday, April 23 from 9 a.m. to noon
focusing on Minnesota health care fi-
nancing programs for families whose
children have special needs. For details,
see www.pacer.org, click on “Work-
shops” and “Health Information.”

Workshop tackles care funding

Two state groups are looking for
parents of children who have disabili-
ties to serve on their advisory boards.

The Minnesota Resource Center
Advisory Committee: Deaf/Hard of
Hearing is a 13-15-member group that
meets two times a year to deal with
issues pertaining to students who are
deaf or hard of hearing.

The Special Education Advisory
Council is a 20-member group that
assists the Department of Education
with developing policies and practices
for special education programs. Mem-
bers serve four-year terms, meeting
about five times a year.

Applications for either group are
online at www.sos.state.mn.us.

Parents needed for state councils

High school juniors who are deaf
or hard of hearing can experience
college life and explore career choices
like engineering, art, business and
computers through The Explore Your
Future (EYF) program at the National
Technical Institute for the Deaf in
Rochester, New York.

The program is offered July 16-21
and July 23-28. To apply online, go to
www.rit.edu/NTID/EYFDD. The appli-
cation deadline is June 1.

Program gives juniors glimpse
of college life, career options

New websites have ASL products
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Curious how children who have a hearing loss get
along in other parts of the world? In the library we have
a couple of books from a foreign standpoint: “Ben’s
Story” and “Voyage to the Island.”

“Ben’s Story” takes place in England and is written
from a mom’s point of view. The mother, Lorraine
Flechter, shares her family’s story from day 1 of Ben’s
life. She uses her diary entries to make this story “a
heartwarming tale of determination and courage.”

In “Voyage to the Island” Raija Nieminen, a Finland
native who is deaf, writes of her personal experiences
when she moves to the island of St. Lucia with her
husband and two children. There, she helps teach deaf
children. In writing about her experiences she describes
these children with complete animation of their pain and
laughter as they learn to live with their hearing loss.

Websites also offer a glimpse into the lives of
children in other countries who are deaf: Global Deaf
Connection (www.deafconnection.org), International
Deaf Children’s Society (www.idcs.info) and The Starkey
Hearing Foundation (www.sotheworldmayhear.org) are
just a few. The Family Support Connection strongly
encourages you to check on the status of these agencies
before making personal contact or financial contribu-
tions. For information, you can check these sites:
www.guidestar.org or www.crcmn.org. Another source
would be the Better Business Bureau.

As always, www.familysupportconnection.org is
where you can find the books listed above and many
more resources for you to check out. Materials also can
be requested by phone at  651-265-2435 (v), -2379
(tty) or outstate: 1-866-DHOHKID. Or, you can email
your request to fsc@lifetrackresources.org.

By Robin Coninx, FSC Specialist

Off The Shelf

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention an-
nounced last month that Rubella (German measles) has
disappeared in the United States thanks to an aggressive
immunization program.

Thousands of babies were born deaf in past decades
due to the rubella virus. The rubella vaccine was introduced
in 1969. These days, babies routinely receive the vaccine in
a combination measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) shot.

Rubella, common cause of deafness, eliminated

Two different research groups have come up with im-
provements to cochlear implants, and both make the de-
vices fully implantable.

A team from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
has created an analog “bionic ear processor” that eliminates
the need for the external microphone, processor and batter-
ies. In fact, the entire device could be implanted in a body
and run on a wirelessly rechargeable battery that lasts for at
least 30 years.

At the University of Michigan researchers have devel-
oped the first fully integrated artificial cochlea. It is designed
to replace a dysfunctional cochlea, taking over its operations
with mechanical structures that perform the same tasks. No
wireless transceivers or signal processors are required. It is
being called “the closest yet to the real thing.”

A real cochlea is spiral shaped with two fluid-filled
chambers separated by a flexible membrane. Sounds travel
into the cochlea, causing different hairs to vibrate in the
fluid depending on the frequency. For this artificial cochlea,
the hairs are replaced with 3,000 silicon beams that range
from large to small as the spiral narrows. Only the beams
whose lengths match the wavelength of a corresponding
sound input will vibrate. Researchers say this mechanical
recreation of the way a real cochlea functions will effectively
achieve “hearing renewal.”

Both advancements are detailed online at www.eet.com.

Local student earns national honor
Sonjay Sivarajah, a fourth-grade student from Lino

Lakes, is among 15 outstanding deaf and hard of hearing
individuals in the country honored by the Oticon Focus on
People Awards.

Sonjay received Second Place in the Youth (ages 5-12)
category of the national competition. He has a bilateral
profound hearing loss and uses a cochlear implant. He is a
graduate of Northern Voices, an oral school for the deaf and
hard of hearing in Roseville, and attends Rice Lake Elemen-
tary school where he is Treasurer for the Student Council.

The national awards competition, sponsored by Oticon,
Inc., one of the world’s leading hearing aid manufacturers,
celebrates people who prove that hearing loss does not limit
their lives. Sonjay was one of 200 nominees for the awards.

AG Bell’s website (www.agbell.org) will host a live chat
on cochlear implant updates Thursday, April 21. Angela
Wieker of Cochlear Americas will provide an overview of
cochlear implant updates and answer participants’ ques-
tions. Chats are scheduled for 11 a.m. and 8 p.m.

To join the chats, click on “Cochlear Implant Update”
on  AG Bell’s homepage and “Launch Java Chat..” Your
browser has to be enabled to accept pop-ups and must have
Java installed (a free download).

Researchers improve cochlear implants

Website hosts live chat April 21 about
cochlear implant improvements



The Family Support Connection Presents  :

Free workshop!

Saturday,
April 23

9:30 a.m. to Noon

Lifetrack Resources
709 University Ave.

St. Paul

Living with a hearing loss
A Panel Discussion

Reserve your place by April 20:

Diverse panel of adults and young adults
with different levels of hearing loss

Helpful insights about issues such as
communication choices, schooling, making
friends and coping with a hearing loss

Childcare provided Ñ reserve now!

ASL interpreters or Cued Speech
transliterators for childcare or the
workshop Ñ provided on request

651-265-2435 (voice)
651-265-2379 (TTY)
866-DHOHKID (toll free)
fsc@lifetrackresources.org

www.familysupportconnection.org
ÒBuild better lives for children who are deaf or hard of hearing by providing parent-to-parent support to families.Ó


