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Students make blankets for babies 
newly diagnosed with hearing loss

Happy Mother’s Day to 

all the amazing 

moms in our 

Hands & Voices 

community.  

You’re the best!

Nick (above) cuts fabric to make a blanket for 
a baby newly diagnosed with hearing loss to 
welcome the baby’s family to the Minnesota 
Hands & Voices community. Emily, Matthew and 
Adam (left) finish the fringe on a blanket. The 
kids, from the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Outings 
group of the Mississippi River Valley Special Edu-
cation Cooperative, created fleece blankets and 
wrote cards to families referred to Minnesota 
Hands & Voices through newborn screening.

	 A group of students who go to schools in the Minnesota Special 
Education Cooperative recently used their “Deaf and Hard of Hearing Outings” 
day to make blankets and cards for babies newly diagnosed as deaf or hard of 
hearing. The kids worked with Minnesota Hands & Voices’ Coordinator, Candace 
Lindow-Davies, who, along with her staff, will distribute the blankets and cards.
 	 “The kids did something really cool for the new families,” Candace said. “They 
were terrific!”
	 When Candace met the students on their outing day, she briefly explained 
about the Newborn Hearing Screening legislation in 2007 and how all Minnesota 
hospitals are since mandated to screen all infants for hearing loss. She described 
how Minnesota Hands & Voices helps parents learn about the many opportunities 
they have to educate and communicate with their children. 
	 “Most importantly, we get to welcome new families to our community and to 
assure them their babies will turn out to be amazing young people, just like you,” 
Candace told the kids. She also told them about her own son, who is deaf.
	 Then the students set to work making double-sided fleece blankets by cutting 
strips and tying knots. The younger kids colored cards that said “Welcome to our 
MN Hands & Voices Community” in a variety of languages. 
	 “It was just amazing,” Candace said. “The kids were so sweet, asking all sorts 
of questions about my son, the families who would get the blankets and cards, 
and if I’d come back to their event again. Older kids were helping younger kids, 
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Naturally Kids, a free, hands-on nature discovery program for 
parents and children (5 to 12) with any disability, offers “Frogs and 
Turtles” from 1 to 3 p.m. at Fort Snelling State Park in St. Paul. 
Learn what happens when rivers flood. See www.naturallykids.org.

Sunday,
June 13

The Outsiders
Sun., May 9, 2 p.m.& Thursday, May 13, 10 a.m.
Hopkins Center for the Arts; 952-979-1111; 	
www.stagestheatre.org 

South Pacific
Saturday, May 15, 2 p.m.
Ordway Center, Sr. Paul; 651-224-4222;
www.ordway.org/accessibility

Surviving the Applewhites
Saturday, May 15, 7:30 p.m.
Howard Conn Fine Arts Center, Minneapolis; 
612-623-9080; www.youthperformanceco.com

Cats
Sunday, May 16, 1 p.m.  
Historic Orpheum Theatre, Mpls.; 612-373-
5650; www.hennepintheatretrust.org/accessible

The Magic Pot: Three Tales from China
Sunday, May 16, 3 p.m.
SteppingStone Theatre, St. Paul; 651-225-9265; 
www.steppingstonetheatre.org

The Transdimensional Couriers Union
Friday, May 21, 7:30 p.m.
Walking Shadow Theatre Company,	
Minneapolis: 612-375-0300; 	
www.walkingshadowcompany.org

Disney’s Mulan jr.
Friday, May 28, 7:30 p.m. 	
Children’s Theatre, Mpls.; 612-874-0400; 	
www.childrenstheatre.org

Improve your Cued Speech skills at Practice Cue Clutch from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. at Jo Jo’s Rise & Wine, 12501 Nicollet Ave. in Burns-
ville. For more information, email info@cuedspeechminnesota.org.

Tuesday,
May 18

Regions Hospital’s Health and Wellness Program’s annual Spring 
Workshop features Melissa Watson, the founder of Deaf2Deaf. The 
day-long workshop takes place at the Continuing Education Center 
at the University of Minnesota, St. Paul Campus. For registration 
information, email Kristen.L.Swan@HealthPartners.com.

Friday,
May 21

Join Jenn Hume, our Metro Parent Guide, at the MDS-MNSA Car-
nival from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m., 1471 Brewster St. in St. Paul. Activities 
include fire truck rides with the Winter Carnival Vulcans, inflatable 
jumper, face painting, duck pond, bake sale and much more.

Friday,
May 14
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Northern Voices’ fundraising Walk for Talk starts with registration 
at 8 a.m. and a 5K run/walk at 9 a.m. at Long Lake Regional Park 
in New Brighton. Register in advance and receive a $10 discount off 
the suggested participation fee of $35 for an individual and $50 for a 
family. Email walkfortalk@northernvoices.org by May 10 to register 
and receive a pledge form.

Saturday, 
May 22

The 3rd Annual Faribault Family Fun Triathlon begins at 8 a.m. 
at the Community Center in Faribault beginning at 8 a.m. The 
race finishes nearby at Minnesota State Academy for the Deaf 
(MSAD). The Triathlon includes short and long courses with swim-
ming, biking and running, plus activities for kids. Proceeds go to 
the MSAD Athletic Booster Club. For details, see www.msad.state.
mn.us/Athletics/triathlon/index.asp. 

Saturday, 
May 22

Global Deaf Muslim presents an interactive symposium from 3 to 
7 p.m. (including dinner) at the University of Minnesota, Coffman 
Union. For details, email contact@glbaldeafmuslim.org.

Saturday, 
May 15

The National Deaf Culture Fellowship of the Assemblies of God 
will have its biannual national convention in Minneapolis at North 
Central University. See www.nfdeaf.com/convention.html.

June 21-26

A panel of experts discusses career transition for individuals who 
are deaf, deafblind or hard of hearing from 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services (DHHS), Metro Office, Suite 
105 of the Golden Rule Building, 85 E. 7th Place in St. Paul. For 
details, contact Marie Koehler at 651-431-5964 (V), 651-964-1514 
(VP) or  email marie.koehler@state.mn.us. See www.dhs.state.mn.us/
main/groups/disabilities/documents/pub/dhs16_149813.pdf

Wednesday.
June 2

Dancers ages 7-18 who are deaf or hard of hearing are among the 
performers in “Intercut,” a modern dance performance by Young 
Dance. Shows with ASL interpretation are at 9, 10:15 a.m. and noon 
Thursday, May 13, 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 14, and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, May 15 at the Barbara Barker Center for Dance, 500 21st 
Ave. S., Minneapolis. For tickets, see www.youngdance.org.

The Flint Hills International Children’s Festival, with plays and 
family activities, comes to the Ordway Center for Performing Arts in 
downtown St. Paul. For a schedule, see www.ordway.org/festival. To 
request communication access, call 651-224-4222.

June 5 & 6

May 13 -15
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DBM, a listserv for Minnesotans who are deafblind, their 
families and agencies that serve them, has received funding 
from the Teaching Research Institute (TRI) of Western 
Oregon University to continue providing information about 
services and issues affecting the deafblind community. To 
subscribe, go to dbm.tr.wou.edu.

	 Three of our Parent Guides will present at the Hands & Voices 
National Leadership Conference this summer in Minnesota. 	
	 The session, “Hearing Loss is Truly a Family Affair,” features 
Mary-Ellen Bondhus (SE Guide), Brenda Hommerding (Central 
Guide), and Jenn Hume (Metro Guide), talking about their experi-
ences raising multiple kids who have hearing loss. Mary-Ellen and 
Btenda both have twins with varying degrees of hearing loss, while 
Jenn has two youngsters who are deaf.	
 	 As moms of more than one child with hearing loss, these guides 
have needed to choose  different paths for raising their children, even 
within their families—different modes of communication, various 
technologies, and just about every possible option for education. The 
focus of their presentation is to show how they made these choices 
based on each child’s needs.
	 Candace Lindow-Davies, our Coordinator, also will present at 
the conference. She will co-present ““Deaf/Hard of Hearing Plus” “ 
and “Clearing the HIPPA Hurdle.” 	
	 The national conference takes place July 8-10 at the Riverwood 
Inn in Otsego. While it’s geared toward training leaders and guides 
from Hands & Voices chapters, the sessions are open to parents and 
professionals. For details, see www.handsandvoices.org.

Minnesota Hands & Voices’ Parent Guides 
to present at national conference

The Hands & Voices National Leadership Conference offers 
an avenue for organizations to reach thoughtful, involved 
parents and professionals. This year’s conference is July 8-10 
at the Riverwood Inn in Otsego, MN. To be an exhibitor, go to 
www.handsandvoices.org/conference/2010/index.htm.

FOCUS
Minnesota Hands & Voices

1-866-346-4543www.mnhandsandvoices.org – 3 –

Jesse, a sophomore 
at MDS-MNSA, 
and Laken, a fresh-
man, examine 
fingerprints in a 
Crime Scene Ana-
lysis workshop put 
on at the school 
last week by the St. 
Paul Police Depart-
ment (SPPD).  The 
SPPD Crime Lab 
Unit demonstrated 
processing of a 
crime scene and 
latent fingerprint-
ing.  The Bureau 
of Criminal Ap-
prehension (BCA) 
discussed the 
dangers of online 

Students learn  
CSI skills plus  
Internet Safety

social networking. The police visit was part of the school’s 
“Transition Fridays” program, which helps prepare kids for 
life after high school. Photo by teacher Mechelle Disch.

and friends who didn’t go to school together got a chance to hang out. 
It struck me just how important it was for these students to have time 
in an environment where being deaf or hard of hearing was the norm. 
Add to that they were reaching out to the newest members of this 
community—it gave me goose bumps.”
	 While the kids finished up the blankets, Candace noticed that 
they definitely looked handmade. “The edges did not exactly line 
up perfectly,” she explained. “In fact, one little guy who saw that 
someone had cut off the strips on the edge of one blanket, creating 
an eight inch opening, cried ‘Hey! Someone messed up!’” Realizing 
the team that worked on it was right there, Candace did some quick 
thinking and said, “You know what this is? This is a secret compart-
ment where you can put your favorite toy without anyone seeing it.” 
The little boy considered this, nodded slowly and said, “Cool!” 	
	 As she looked over their finished blankets, Candace again felt 
goose bumps. “These blankets were made by students who themselves 
are deaf or hard of hearing. These are so much more precious than 
anything that could be purchased,” she added.
	 Back at Minnesota Hands & Voices, Candace and the Metro 
staff have been handing out the new blankets and cards. The first 
mom who received one sent back a note saying, “Thank you so much 
for the wonderful baby blanket you presented to our son earlier this 
month. It is really lovely, and we use it all the time! Ben loves it, too 
(especially likes to play with the fringe). We’re so appreciative of all 
your support and all that you do!”
	 The students’ DHH teacher, Sara Petersen, brought this baby’s 
picture to the group’s last outing to show them the first recipient of 
their hard work. “It was so cute to see their reaction,” Sara said. “The 
girls all oooooooed about how cute he is. They all wanted to see his 
tiny hearing aid. And, miraculously, every student recalls his being 
the blanket they helped with!”
	 The Deaf and Hard of Hearing Outings group offers students 
in the service cooperative the chance to get together periodically 
with other students who have hearing loss. “Many students are the 
only student who has a hearing loss in their grade or school,” Sara 
explained. “We believe it’s important for these students, whether they 
consider themselves Deaf or hard of hearing, to have an opportunity 
to socialize, share and learn with/from peers who are walking their 
walk. Older kids have a chance to be role models for younger kids 
and younger ones have the opportunity make new friends without 
answering the ‘what’s that thing in your ear?’ question.”
	 The group’s outing days have included fun activities like bowling 
and educational events like learning about Hearing Dogs. “We felt 
we were overdue for a project that gives back,” Sara added. “Making 
the blankets was a wonderful activity for the kids. They are still 
talking about ‘helping the little babies.’”
	 “That was a cool experience and I’m glad I could help out,” said 
Jenny, a junior at Montgomery-Lonsdale High School. “I’m glad the
family’s grateful and knows there are people out there to help them.”
	 “I feel good about doing something good for somebody,” added 
Dylan, a sophomore at Prior Lake High School.
	 Candace said she, too, feels good about the blanket project. “It 
was truly a highlight of my year.”

Blankets...continued from Page 1
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The View from Here

Central:
Sign Language at the Mall (SLAM), social time in ASL, goes 
from noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, May 8 at the Food Court in 
Crossroads Mall in St. Cloud.  

Ron Lybarger, Ph.D., a Licensed Psychologist, presents to 
professionals on “How to Handle Stress Relating to Your 
DHH Student” from 8:30 to noon, Thursday, June 10 at 
Apollo High School (Conference Room D) in St. Cloud. 
Register by June 5 by emailing Cheryl.husman@njpacoop.org 
or calling 218-894-5462. For more information regarding the 
workshop, contact Ernest Watson, ernest.watson@isd742.org. 

Southwest:
Deaf & Hard of Hearing Services hosts an open house Thursday, 
May 6 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Mankato office, 12 Civic Center 
Plaza, Suite 1670.

Upper Northwest:
Connect III Olympic Marathon for children enrolled in 
special ed goes from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, May 7 at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church in East Grand Forks. 

Southeast:
The Rochester Repertory Theatre offers an ASL-interpreted per-
formance of the play “1776” at 8 p.m. Thursday, May 20.  Tickets 
are $20, with a discount for students/seniors. Call  507-289-1737 
or email BoxOffice@RochesterRep.org. “1776” is a Tony Award-
winning musical about John Adams and the legendary fight to 
convince the Second Continental Congress to adopt a resolution 
calling for America’s independence from King George.

MINNESOTA 
HANDS & 
 VOICES

I am

Charity Rogers,  
teacher, Humboldt School

	 Hello from Humboldt Secondary in St. Paul. My name is 
Charity Rogers and I am a teacher for St. Paul’s DHH program. This 
year, our school has seen many changes—new teaching staff, a wider 
grade range of students, and a new school-wide theme. Our Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing program also tried something new—co-teaching 
with the general education teachers. The benefits have been plentiful! 	
	 There are typically three different methods of co-teaching, each 
of which can be seen within our program: both teachers take turns 
teaching the curriculum; the two teachers split the class in half and 
work on more specific needs; and one teacher teaches while the other 
teacher assists a smaller group of students who have questions about 
material that the rest of class may already understand.
  	 Co-teaching has had many benefits for our DHH students, the 
other students with special education needs, and even the general 
education students. In the past, many of the students in the DHH 
program were taught solely in self-contained classes. This has caused 
the students to miss out not only on academic information but also 
on integrated social opportunities—many of our DHH students 
have been in all the same classes with all the same peers since Kinder-
garten! By adding our students to these more content-specific classes, 
they receive the “expertly taught” core subjects while receiving the 
immediate modifications and re-taught subject material that we, as 
DHH educators, have been trained to provide. These students also 
get an opportunity to build relationships with hearing peers. (Some 
students with higher needs remain in the self-contained class.)
	 I have heard from many of the students how beneficial the 
co-teaching environment has been. Students love having two teach-
ers in the classroom to assist when connections to the material are 
not being made or when there is another perspective that can help 
explain a confusing idea. I have heard specifically from our DHH 
students that they are enjoying the more challenging courses and are 
feeling more successful and positive about their educational experi-
ence. The majority of our co-taught DHH students are receiving 
grades that are comparable to those of the general education students!
	 Although the idea of co-teaching can be scary to those of us who 
are accustomed to our routines, I have found that stepping out of my 
comfort zone and working with other teachers to provide truly the 
least-restrictive environment has been very rewarding. 
	

Kids invited to Science Camp in June
	 Dreams & Inspirations will offer a Science Camp this summer 
for students with hearing loss in grades 6-10. 
	 The Science Camp will be June 18-20 at Confidence Learning 
Center (the same location as Camp Sertoma) on East Gull Lake near 
Brainerd. A chemistry professor from Gallaudet University, a pilot, 
an engineer, and a registered nurse will be on hand to do science 
experiments with the kids. 
	  Camp fee, including room and board, is $100. Registration 
is due by June 1. For registration materials, contact Emily Smith-
Lundberg at emily@dreamsandinsprirations.com or by video phone 
at 218-297-0159.
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Cue Camps for families and professionals will take place on 

the east coast this summer:  June 24-27 in New York at  

Rochester Nazareth College; July 28-Aug. 1 in at Falmouth, 

Maine; and, Sept. 23-26 at Jamestown, Va. For details, see 

www.cuedspeech.com/calendar.asp.
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The National Association of the Deaf 
(NAD) hosts its 50th Biennial Conference,  

“Celebrate Our Heritage. Invest in Our 
Future,” in Philadelphia July 6-10. See 
www.nad.org.

	 DeafTeen Quest, a Youth Group for 
Christian deaf or hard of hearing teens, has 
announced activities for the coming months.
	 The group will be packing food boxes 
from 11:15 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Feed My 
Starving Children, 990 Lone Oak Rd, 
Suite 160, in Eagan. “Quest Time” will be 
May 28 from 7 to 10 p.m. at Cedar Valley 
Church’s student center, 8600 Bloomington 
Ave. S., with time for discussion and open 
gym. The group plays mini-golf in Shako-
pee June 16 and volunteers at The National 
Deaf Culture Fellowship of the Assemblies 
of God biannual convention in Minneapo-
lis June 21. For details, email lauriedtq@
frontiernet.net.

	Camp for KODAs comes to WI

	 This summer, the National Technical 
Institute for the Deaf at Rochester Institute 
of Technology offers a series of workshops 
for professionals taught in sign language. 
Workshop topics include business, English, 
engineering, graphic communication and 
information technology. Register by June 1 
for a 10% discount. See www.rit.edu/diit.

Workshops offered in ASL

ADA 20th Anniversary Celebration
Monday, July 26, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nicollet Island Pavilion, Minneapolis
 
On July 26, 1990, the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) became 
law.  Celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of this historic legislation.  Comedian 
Josh Blue and ASL Storyteller Nic 
Zapko will be among the entertainers.

Watch for more details in the next 
issue of FOCUS.

Save the date!

Youth Group events announced

Course covers CI rehabilitation
	 Professionals providing early interven-
tion and transition services for children with 
cochlear implants can take part in the Pro-
fessional Preparation in Cochlear Implants 
(PPCI) program this summer.
	 A PPCI course will be offered July 25 
to Aug. 7 in Indianapolis. Deadline to apply 
is May 14. The course includes an 8-week 
online component prior to the on-site course. 
Participants can receive nine graduate credits, 
100 Listening and Spoken Language Special-
ist CE hours from the AG Bell Academy and 
more than six ASHA CEUs. Academic costs 
are covered by a grant, but travel and accom-
modations must be paid by participants. See 
www.chop.edu/ppci.

	 Celebrity Marlee Matlin has produced 
a new reality show (currently only on 
YouTube) called “My Deaf Family.” 
	 The show follows a California family, 
the Firls. What makes this family unique is 
that the parents and two children are deaf, 
while two other children are hearing. The 
show examines how deaf and hearing family 
members get along and interact with the 
outside world. 
	 Matlin serves as on-screen interviewer as 
well as producer. She and her film crew shot 
16 hours of footage, including a visit to a 
basketball tournament at California School 
for the Deaf in Fremont, where the Firl 
parents work.
	 A nine-minute pilot episode has been 
shown to network TV executives, but no 
network has picked up the show. It is posted 
online at www.youtube.com/mydeaffamily.

	 WeeHands baby sign language classes 
are offered at Woodbury Central Park. Wee-
hands is a national program with certified 
instructors who teach families and caregivers 
to sign ASL with babies. Learn more at www.
weehands.com. For information about the 
class in Woodbury, contact denise.servais@
weehands.com or call 651-439-1766.

New reality show features 
family of deaf, hearing kids

	 A new amusement park just opened in 
San Antonio, Texas, offering fully accessible 
family fun.
	 Morgan’s Wonderland is billed as the 

“World’s First Ultra Accessible Family Fun 
Park,” designed specifically for children and 
adults with special needs. The 25-acre park 
has many attractions, including The Sensory 
Village™ theme town, with an interactive 
theater, a play grocery store, a fix-it shop 
with building projects, and a TV station. 
The Butterfly Playground has specially 
designed playscapes on a shaded, rubberized 
surface. The Wonderland Express, a 1930s-
style train, takes riders around an eight-acre 
lake past  scenes from other countries. The 
lake is open for fishing and remote-con-
trolled boats. There’s also a one-of-a-kind 
carousel with adaptive-animal seats and 
chariots that go up and down.
	 Admission to the park is free for an 
individual with special needs, $5 for persons 
accompanying someone with special needs 
and $15 for the general public. For reser-
vations and more information, see www.
morganswonderland.com.
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	 KODAcamp-Midwest, for kids with 
parents who are deaf, will take place this 
summer at the MacKenzie Environmental 
Education Center just north of Madison.
	 Session I, July 4-16, is for kids ages 9 to 
12. Session II, July 18-30, is for teens ages 13 
to 16. Activities include all the nature areas 
at MacKenzie, plus a trip to a waterpark at 
the Wisconsin Dells. Cost is $800, with 
$200 due with registration by May 15. See 
www.kodacamp.wordpress.com for addi-
tional information.

New park caters to visitors 
with special needs

CA bill creates controversy
	 California is debating a bill (AB2072) 
that essentially designates audiologists as the 
gatekeepers for information given to parents 
whose infants are diagnosed as deaf or hard of 
hearing. The Deaf Community is concerned 
that audiologists, who are trained to manage 
hearing loss with hearing aids and cochlear 
implants, will not provide unbiased infor-
mation about all options. The bill is online 
at www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/
ab_2051-2100/ab_2072_bill_20100218_in-
troduced.html. Read the opposition at www.
cad1906.org/content/action-alert-ab-2072.	

EHDI bill moving forward 
	 The Early Hearing Detection and Inter-
vention (EHDI) Act of 2010, is currently in 
the US Senate. The House passed its version 
late last year.
	 The original EHDI Act was signed 
10 years ago. It mandated that all hospi-
tals provide newborns with a hearing test 
within the first three days of birth. However, 
current statistics show that only 50% of the 
babies who fail newborn screening are seen 
for follow-up care due to lack of resources, 
according to the American Speech-Lan-
guage-Hearing Association (ASHA). This 
reauthorization increases funding and 
resources for states to provide greater follow-
up services. It funds EHDI activities for 
fiscal years 2010 through 2015. The bill was 
introduced by Sen. Tom Harkin of Iowa and 
Olympia Snowe of Maine. To learn more 
about the bill, see http://harkin.senate.gov/
press/release.cfm?i=323862. 

Baby sign classes offered
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  Recently I became an official 
member of the Duluth Chapter of 
D-WOL. You probably haven’t heard 
of this organization, since we’re not 
really organized at all, but surely 
you know a good candidate or two. 

D-WOL stands for Dads WithOut Lives. We punch the clock day 
in and day out, try to do the right thing for our families week to 
week, and then one night each month we have a D-WOL night 
out. Last month, after failing (again) to secure ice time to try 
curling, we played pool at an Irish pub from 7:30 until about 9:45.
	 We come from various walks of life, including the building 
trades, education, health care, nonprofit work, and the under- and 
unemployed. We’ve allowed one attorney to become a member, 
in case we ever get into trouble painting the town red. Currently 
he falls into the under- and unemployed category, so perhaps we 
should help him out by trying harder to create some trouble.
	 Mostly, though, we’re simply dads without lives. Don’t get 
me wrong: none of us is complaining about our lots in life. By 
and large, we’ve chosen the paths we’re on. Nearly everything we 
do—from the 3 a.m. diaper change to the 7 a.m. commute; from 
the 4:30 staff meeting to the 6:30 run to swim lesson—we do for 
the sake of our kids. Kids that (for the most part) we chose to have, 
and that (entirely) we choose to support.
	 Our dreams might be in a dustbin, but we’re accomplishing 
our priorities. So, once a month, we go out just to remember what 
it’s like to go out. We talk about this or that, or about nothing 
much at all. At the end of our night, we go back to our priorities. 
	 I suspect we could learn something from our wives and part-
ners about soldiering on. In “The Simpson’s Movie,” Marge tries to 
calm her furious daughter, Lisa. “But I’m so angry!” Lisa shouts, to 
which Marge calmly replies, “You’re a woman. You can hold onto 
it forever.” During a 2 p.m. matinee at a theater that seemed to 
have a higher than typical proportion of young moms in the audi-
ence, this line elicited a chorus of bitter laughter.
	 But do we—do any of us, moms and dads alike—have to bury 
our anger, our deferred dreams? We choose to, daily, because often 
it’s easier than the alternative: believing in something that seems 
to contradict our everyday experiences. Believing in something in 
the future, or in the past, or pushed into a few odd minutes of our 
long days. Believing in ourselves.
	 It’s easier, in the short run, to punch the clock and change 
the diaper and try not to think big. And maybe, in the short run, 
there’s nothing wrong with that; maybe there are times when it’s 
best to just do what we have to do. Eventually, though, this catches 
up with us. It might gnaw on your bones until you’re brittle and 
afraid to take risks. It might sour your outlook until you resent 
other people’s successes. Or it might explode.
	 At our D-WOL gatherings, we joke about convening to 
prevent mid-life crises. In truth, we convene to tease these crises to 
the surface before they become bigger than we are. We’re working 
on dreaming again, which reminds us that our kids and our 
partners have dreams of their own. It falls upon us to witness and 
support their dreams, but to do so we must feed the dreams within 
ourselves.

Dad’s Viewpoint

By Curt Leitz, NE Parent Guide 

Lifetrack Resources in St. Paul, offers summer Speech and 
Occupational Therapy for children age 2 to mid-teens, with a 
sliding fee based on income for those who do not have insur-
ance coverage. Call Ellen for information: 651-265-2335. 

MDS-MNSA students win awards in 
Gallaudet University’s national contest

Minnesota high school team plays in 
championship at National Academic Bowl
	 The team from Metro Deaf School-Minnesota North Star 
Academy (MDS-MNSA) in St. Paul took Second Place at the Nation-
al Academic Bowl last week at Gallaudet University in Washington, 
D.C.  Maryland School for the Deaf earned First Place.
	 Sixteen teams that had won or placed in their regional games 
faced stiff competition at nationals. MDS-MNSA was the only un- 
defeated team in its 8-team pool for most of the competition, losing 
to Maryland in the final match of regular play. The team bounced 
back from that loss to overtake California School for the Deaf, the 
number one team in the other pool, with a score of 37 to 35 in a 
semifinal game that had audience members on the edge of their 
seats. MDS-MNSA then went to the championship match facing the 
only team that had bested it in the competition—Maryland. MDS-
MNSA took an early lead, generating concern among the Maryland 
team on stage and their parents in the packed auditorium. The score 
was tied at the start of the second round, but Maryland soon racked 
up points, winning the championship with a score of 53 to 39.
	 In a Gallaudet University TV interview before the championship 
game, MDS-MNSA senior Bri Herold said, “It’s really wonderful 
that our team made it into the championship game. Our high school 
started only five years ago, and we have two freshmen on the team. 
It’s amazing, and I’m proud of everyone.” MDS-MNSA has just over 
30 students enrolled in its high school program. Maryland has more 
than 300 high school students.
	 The MDS-MNSA team included Herold, Jared Treichel (senior), 
Linzie Fuechtmann (sophomore), Trevor Anderson (freshman), 
Jordan Duffy (freshman), Cheri Piemeisl (coach), and Susan Lane-
Outlaw (coach). Following the championship match, Herold received 
the Outstanding Player award from votes by the Academic Bowl 
committee and coaches from all teams. The final matches, interviews 
and all the scores from Academic Bowl are online at ab.gallaudet.edu.	

	 Five students from Metro Deaf School-Minnesota North Star 
Academy (MDS-MNSA) in St. Paul are among the winners in 
Gallaudet University’s 2010 National Essay, Art, and ASL Contest. 
The theme this year was “Helping Others: How I Can Make a Differ-
ence in My Community.”
	 Brienna Herold (senior) won Second Place for her essay entitled 

“The Butterfly Effect;” Rachel Docken (sophomore) received the 
Judges’ Award for her ASL Essay “Safety in Maplewood;” Elizabeth 
Linstaedt (grade 6) won Second Place in the Art ages 9-14 category 
for “Deaf Space Engineer;” Tiffany Anderson (grade 6) won an 
Honorable Mention for her ASL entry “Feed My Starving Children;” 
and, Emelia Beldon (grade 6) won a Judge’s Award for her ASL entry 

“Right to Sign.”
	 The winning pieces are online at clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/
contest. They also are featured in Gallaudet’s magazine “Celebrate!” 
To receive a free copy, contact Timothy.Worthylake@gallaudet.edu 
with your mailing address and type ”Celebrate!” in the subject line.
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