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Adults share thoughts on impact of hearing loss on sibling relationships

By Karen Strom,
Minnesota Hands & Voices Parent Guide

With Father’s Day fast approaching and Mother’s Day
just past, focus this time of year is on parents. For parents,
though, the focus daily is on their kids and
the family they’ve created. When families
include more than one child, parents
often feel concerned about how the
kids get along. This concern is
especially big when one of those
kids has special needs, such as
hearing loss. Parents try to foster
good relationships between
their children. After all, the
sibling relationship can be the
longest relationship in a per-
son’s lifetime, usually continu-
ing well past the time parents
are gone.

So what impact does hearing
loss have on relationships between
siblings? For some it can be a barrier
to communication, but, for most adults
who shared their family stories for FOCUS,
growing up with a sibling who has hearing loss
is an enriching experience.

Cathy, an interpreter with six brothers and sisters—
three deaf and three hearing—said this about her family:

“We never regarded ourselves as ‘different—growing up
with deaf siblings was perfectly normal for us. It was
other families who were different.” Cathy’s parents helped
foster that feeling of normalcy, even though the siblings
who are deaf left home to attend residential school. Cathy
remembered an overwhelming feeling of sadness when-
ever her deaf siblings had to leave again for school after
being home for vacations.

Several other hearing siblings commented on things
that made them sad as they looked back on growing up
with a sibling who has hearing loss. Most often, these
memories centered on the pain they felt when they saw
their siblings being treated unfairly or even cruelly by
other kids.

Families with kids who are deaf or hard of hearing
face the same challenges any family might go through,
including dealing with sibling rivalry. One hearing sister
recalled feeling jealous of the attention her sister who has
hearing loss received. She once stuffed walnuts in her
ears to resemble her sister’s hearing aids. One trip to the
doctor and the “hearing problem” was remedied.

Char recalled that when her sister, who is hard of
hearing, got mad, she would take off her hearing aids and
throw them on the table just to avoid listening to anybody.
Char remembers thinking it wasn'’t fair that her sister

could do that and she couldn’t, She also remembered many
times when she looked up to her sister, including the time her
sister signed “We-are the World” for-a-class-assignment.
She wanted to learn to sign, too, because her sister
made it look so beautiful.
Communication, while a challenge, was never
“a big deal” for the adults who contributed to
this story. Mostly, these families either learned
ASL or read lips. If that didn’t work, they
would write notes, especially as they got
older. They coped and did whatever it took
to converse with each other.

Just like any family, these families
with deaf and hard of hearing siblings
enjoyed boating and camping and hanging
out at the lake in the summer months.

They enjoyed being with each other during
holidays and some of them going to school to-
gether. And, like “normal” siblings, they argued
and tattled on one another.
Growing up, these siblings, both hearing and
deaf, depended on each other for interpretation, friend-
ship and support. They said they were close as kids, but are
even closer as adults. Interestingly, many of the hearing siblings
have careers, such as interpreting, which they attribute to their
childhood experiences of having brothers and sisters who are
deaf. They all said they learned about compassion and a great
deal more growing up with their siblings.
Not one of them would change their childhoods. As Cathy
put it: “l wouldn’t trade how | grew up for the world. | feel far
more fortunate than others without deaf siblings in their lives.”

Moms and Dads...you should be proud.
Happy Mother’s Day and Fatbher’s Day.

Advice from one generation to another on
creating loving relationships with siblings:

» Enjoy each other—qgreat sibling relationships as
children mean great friendships as adults.

» Treatyour deaf sibling the same as you would
a hearing sibling.

» Take advantage of technology available today
to stay connected.
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Here’s What's Happeg ing Around Town
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Deaf Dakota Hills Church hosts its Annual Children’s
Day at Crystal Lake Beach in Burnsville beginning at 10:30
a.m. Sign up for potluck through Egina Beldon at egina@aol.
com. For more information, email Kristi Townshend at
townies4@gmail.com.

A new playgroup for parents of deaf or hard of hearing
children meets from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Brookdale Library,
6125 Shingle Creek Parkway in Brooklyn Center. For more
information, see Page 5 or contact Laura Libby at laura.
m.w.libby@gmail.com.

CSD sponsors Deaf Day at Valleyfair with ASL-interpreted
shows (schedule + discount tickets available at CSD’s booth in

ticket area). Tickets discounted from $37 to $23. Park opens at
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Email questions to Jfrank@c-s-d.org.

A Cued English transliterator is available for Vacation
Bible School at Diamond Lake Lutheran Church in Minne-
apolis. For details, contact Katherine Burns-Christenson at
952-929-3965 or e-mail kbc29@aol.com.

Cue at the Zoo brings together families that cue for a fun day
at Como Zoo in St. Paul. Meet at the Visitor Center at 10 a.m.
The 11:30 a.m. Sparky show is cued. Bring your own lunch.
For more information, contact Katherine Burns-Christenson
at 952-929-3965 or e-mail kbc29@aol.com.

The Merriam Park Branch Library at 1831 Marshall Ave. in
St. Paul hosts ASL-interpreted performances at 2 p.m. beginning
July 8. For a list of performers, see www.sppl.org/locations/mer-
riampark.html

CONvergence 2008, a convention at the Sheraton Bloom-
ington Hotel for fans of Science Fiction and Fantasy,
offers ASL interpreting for the first time ever. To request
interpreting, email info@convergence-con.org. For schedule
of activities, go to www.convergence-con.org.

The Cued Speech Association of Minnesota sponsors
Cue at the Beach at noon at the Schulze Lake Trailhead in
Eagan. For more information, see www.cuedspeechminne-
sota.org/newsleter & calendar.htm.

Join us for our annual Family Picnic from 5 to 8:30
p-m. at Como Park Midway Pavilion South (Midway
Parkway and Horton Ave. in St. Paul). Food, fun
and games—free for all! Please RSVP by Monday,
Aug. 4 to mnhv@lifetrackresources.org or call 65I-
265-2435 (v) or 651-265-2379 (tty).

Northern Voices’ 7th Annual Charity Golf Tournament
and Silent Auction takes place at Bunker Hills Golf Course
in Coon Rapids. Registration forms are online at www.north-
ernvoices.org, or call 651-639-2535.

ASL-Interpreted
Pe rformances

\
AsE for the VSA discount.

Friday, June 20, 8 p.m.
Ordway Center, 345 Washington, St.Paul;
651-224-4222; www.ordway.org

The Secret Fall of Constance Wilde
Captioned Sunday, June 22, 1 p.m.

ASL: Thursday, July 10 & Friday, July 11,
7:30 p.m.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Captioned Friday, June 20, 7:30 p.m.
After a Hundred Years

ASL: Saturday, June 28, 1 p.m.

Guthrie Theater, 818 2nd St. S., Mpls.; 612-
377-2224; www.guthrietheater.org

Harvey

Sunday, June 29, 1:30 p.m.

The Commonweal, 208 Parkway Ave. N.,
Lanesboro; 507-467-2525, 800-657-7025;
www.commonwealtheatre.org

Disney’s Beauty and the Beast
Saturday, July 19, 2 p.m. (request by 7/5)
Irondale High School, 2425 Long Lake
Road, New Brighton; 651-638-2139;
www.mvct.org

Petite Rouge:

A Cajun Red Riding Hood

Sunday, July 20,2 p.m.

SteppingStone Theatre, 55 N. Victoria, St.
Paul; 651-225-9265;
www.steppingstonetheatre.org

The Count of Monte Cristo
Saturday, August 2, 2:30 p.m.
University of Minnesota Showboat at

Harriet Island Regional Park - East Gate, St.

Paul; www.ShowboatTheater.com

FOCUS is published by Minnesota
Hands & Voices at Lifetrack Resources.
709 University Avenue West

St. Paul, MN 55104-4804
651-265-2435(v); 651-265-2379(tty)
Toll-free: 1-866-DHOHKID (346-4543)
Toll-free TTY: 1-866-857-2379

E-mail: mnhv@lifetrackresources.org
Website: www.mnhandsandvoices.org

Our mission is to build better lives for children
who are deaf or hard of hearing by providing
parent-to-parent support.

Newsletter Editor: Audrey Alwell

Information in this newsletter about events,
services, or other organizations does not
imply endorsement by Minnesota Hands &
Voices or Lifetrack Resources.
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My husband, York, and | are raising 4-year-old Bianca and 2-year-old Ryder.
Ryder has severe to profound sensorineural hearing loss that was detected at birth
thanks to newborn hearing screening. He was soon diagnosed with Enlarged Ves-
tibular Aqueduct Syndrome (EVAS) and Mondini type malformation of the cochlea.
I had never heard of these things nor did | even know anyone with hearing loss. |
found myself searching the Internet and reading all the books I could get my hands
on to educate myself on his diagnosis. | later realized there is such a thing as too
much information—I started getting scared about every “what if.” Throughout this
process | was really helped by Family Support Connection (now Minnesota Hands
& Voices). | found comfort in talking to other parents with deaf/hard of hearing
kids. | cried to Melissa (from MN Hands & Voices) many times, and was thankful
that I lived in a place that has such a wonderful resource.

Elisabeth (Leisa) Magee,
Parent

My short journey has been an eventful one. Learning about communication
modalities and then pursuing our choice came with some resistance. | did not

get the initial support | was seeking from our school district. Again more tears to
Melissa. With the help of PACER, | plugged away and eventually we all came to

an agreement that was in Ryder’s best interest. It was a hard thing to do...going

up against the “professionals.” It was intimidating to me at first because | knew
nothing about hearing loss. But, | knew my son. | am proud that | stuck it out and
did what was best for our family. | encourage every other parent to do the same.
You have to trust that you are your child’s greatest teacher and the professionals are
there to support your choices.

I’'m not sure where our future is headed. Ryder’s hearing loss is progressive
and fluctuating. We have been debating a cochlear implant for many months and
the answer has not found us yet. For now, We
are doing the best we can for him and try

not to get too ahead of ourselves. If you live

in “what if” land you never enjoy the present.
My life is quite different than | thought it was
going to be five years ago. | could not have
scripted the drama and heartache that came
with Ryder’s diagnosis. But, we got over the
shock and started living our new life—our new
and improved life because Ryder is in it! Ryder
has made me a better mother, friend, advocate,
and teacher. I'm reminded how lucky | am
every morning when he says “Hi Mommy!”

Ryder proudly wears a homemade birthday crown
on his second birthday.

Aspen Camp of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in Colorado has added several
new camp opportunities to its summer lineup, including a week for oral deaf
teens, one for KODAs (kids of deaf adults) and a family Fly Fishing weekend Aug.

21-24. For details, see www.aspencamp.org.

The View
from Here
O

East/West Central:

A yoga class is being offered in

ASL with instructor Jessalyn Frank,
owner of Fitness Business, Deaf Fit.
Classes are geared for those new

to yoga to learn simple postures to
improve flexibility, build strength,
and cultivate peace. The 7-week
session meets on June 10, 17, 24 and
July 8, 15, 22 and 29 (Tuesdays) from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Benton Stearns
Education District in Sartell. Cost is
$35. Onsite childcare is available for
$2 per child per session. Register at
jessiezack@hotmail.com.

The St. Cloud Deaf Annual Picnic
takes place Saturday June 21 starting
at 1 p.m. at Riverside Park. Famous
Dave’s pork served starting at 4
p.m. for $6 per plate or $4 per child
(5 years old and under). Purchase
tickets by June 16 by mailing

check to St. Cloud Deaf Club c/o
Diane Schiffler-Dobe, 3870 Majes-
tic Pond Drive, Sartell, MN 56377.
For more details, contact Diane at
schifflerdobe@clearwire.net.

Southwest:

The May 29 edition of the Worthing-
ton Daily Globe featured a wonder-
ful story about the Siedschlag family
and daughter Emma’s hearing loss.
To see the article, search “Siedschlag”
at www.dglobe.com.

Southeast:

Rochester Civic Theatre’s perfor-
mance of “Laughing Stock” is ASL-in-
terpreted Saturday, June 14, at 8 p.m.
For details, call 507-282-848 or visit
www.rochestercivictheatre.org.

University surveys deaf adults

The University of Wisconsin wants
individuals age 18+ who are deaf or
hard of hearing to complete an online
survey about their experiences for
a research project titled “Deafnicity,
Deafhood, Deafnosexuality.”

The survey runs June 1-Sept. 1 at
https://apps.uwc.edu/survey/TakeSur-
vey.aspx?SurveylD=92LH987.




New playgroup brings
families together

A new playgroup for parents of deaf
or hard of hearing children is being
started by local mothers in the Twin
Cities. The group gives parents the
chance to connect with families that
also have children with hearing loss in
an informal setting.

The first get-together is Friday, June
13 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Brookdale
Library, 6125 Shingle Creek Parkway in
Brooklyn Center. If you are interested
in joining this newly forming play-
group but can’t make this date, contact
Laura Libby at laura.mw.libby@gmail.
com. You can contact Laura if you have
questions or need accommodations to
participate in the group.

An interactive web group also has
been set up to allow members to post
updates, events, ideas, etc. By becom-
ing a registered member of the web
group you can receive updates from
other parents in the area who are plan-
ning to meet. The web group name
is D/HH Moms TC. The home page is
http://groups.google.com/group/dhh-
momstc. The group email address is
dhhmomstc@googlegroups.com.

Playgroup needs volunteers

A new playgroup for parents of deaf
or hard of hearing children is looking
for interpreters and transliterators who
can volunteer occasionally to encourage
access for all families.

The first play date is Friday, June
13 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Brookdale
Library (see story above). To volun-
teer, contact Laura Libby at laura.
m.w.libby@gmail.com.

New ASL practice group
starts in Maple Grove

A new ASL Conversational Group
just started this week at the Maple
Grove Barnes and Noble. Meetings are
planned for the 1st and 3rd Wednes-
day of every month, (at least over the
summer). The next meeting is June 18
at7 p.m.

For more information, contact Jentr
fer Strang at bjstrang@embargmail.cor
An ASL practice group also has

been meeting at Barnes and Noble in
Har Mar Mall in Roseville. For meeting
times, contact the community relation
manager at 651-697-0546 (voice).

A Little Grin
O
By Audrey Alwell,

FOCUS Editor

As we sat around the table this
Mother’s Day, we reminisced about
how our older daughter who is
hearing taught our younger daugh-
ter who is deaf to write sentences
when she was in preschool:

The older daughter had become
frustrated trying to read the other’s

“stories,” which were one very long

She told her to break a story into
sentences using periods, which
she compared to stop signs. The
younger daughter had intently
watched her sister sign all this, re-
peating the emphatic “stops.” Then
she ran back to her desk to create a
better-punctuated story. Finished,
she ran to us to show off her im-
proved writing skills. After every
few words, she had boldly drawn in
“STOP” and circled it.

Please share your “Little Grins”
with the MN Hands & Voices
community by emailing

mnbv@lifetrackresources.org.

sentence of creatively spelled words.

S'MORE
NIGHT

S’'mores by the campfire

Join CSAM for build-your-own §’
and have some cueing fun! ' ::g

rw P
Saturday, August 2' at 7:00 pm

Lebanon Hills Campground
12100 Johnny Cake Ridge Road in Apple Valley
Park phone: 651-688-1376

®

Online forum discusses re-
search on mainstreaming

The current research topic on the
Hands & Voices online forum is “Aca-
demic Status” of students with hearing
loss in public schools with Dr. Shirin
Antia of the University of Arizona.

National Hands & Voices and a coali-
tion of research universities plus the
Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Educa-
tion maintain the online forum at www.
wiki.educ.msu.edu. Parents and profes-
sionals can register at the site to review
the current topic and post comments.
Researchers use these comments to
guide current projects.

The current topic will be replaced
June 30 with “An Investigation of Two-
Way Text Messaging Use With Deaf
Students at the Secondary Level.”

Teen conference interpreted

A one-day spiritual conference for
teens and parents comes to the Minne-
apolis Convention Center June 21 and is
ASL-interpreted.

The REBELUTION “Do Hard Things”
Tour features best-selling authors Alex
and Brett Harris. Tickets are $35 for
teens and $25 for adults. Register by
June 14 for a $5 discount. Register online
at www.therebelution.com. To confirm
interpreting services, contact Elisa
Horning at seekandfind@integra.net.

DeafTeen Quest plans to
attend lowa bible camp

Teens with hearing loss are invited
to go with DeafTeen Quest to the Deaf
Missions Bible Camp for the Deaf in
lowa July 31 — Aug. 3.

Cost is $60, which includes room,
food, craft supplies and insurance.
DeafTeen Quest will provide transporta-
tion to the camp. The group will meet at
the Cedar Valley Church north parking
lot at 9 a.m. on Thursday, July 31.

Register for the bible camp by July
21. Go to Deafmissions.com and click on

“Our ministries,” then click on “Working
personally with Deaf people” on the
right side. Print the registration form,
complete it and mail it with a check for
Deaf Missions to DeafTeen Quest-South
Twin Cities, P.O. Box 241762, Apple
Valley, MN 55124,

For more information, contact the
DeafTeen Quest-South Twin Cities coor-
dinator at laurie.johnson@dtq.org.
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Our lending library has a few
children’s books that model strong
relationships between deaf and
hearing siblings.

“In our House” by Carolyn
Norris shows what a typical day is
like in the life of this brother and
sister.

“I have a Sister, My Sister is
Deaf” by Jeanne Whitehouse
Peterson is told from the point of
view of a hearing sister describing
all the things her sister does to
learn to talk and get along in the

Researchers create sign-driven dictionary

Researchers at Boston University are working on a software program that
would serve as a unique visual dictionary of American Sign Language (ASL). Unlike
current dictionaries that require a user to look up a written word to see a corre-
sponding sign, this program works in reverse, letting users look up an unfamiliar
sign they have seen and offers a written interpretation of the sign. This would be
the first visual dictionary of ASL driven by the physical movements of signs.

To create the dictionary, researchers are trying to capture 3,000 ASL signs on
video. To use it, a person sits in front of a Web camera and recreates the unfamiliar
sign. The dictionary then searches the sign database and offers interpretations by
recognizing the sign’s visual properties.

The National Science Foundation is funding the project with a three-year,
$900,000 grant. For more details about the project, see www.bu.edu/aslirp/cslgr.

Updated website provides news in ASL

Deaf Broadcast Network has updated its news website, www.NetSignNews.
com, adding programs and interactive features for viewers.

The free website has programs in American Sign Language with voiced narra-
tion. The site includes programs with national and international news, deaf commu-
nity news, weather, and sports. There also is a talk-show formatted program with
signing hosts and guests. That show includes a forum for viewer participation.

To view the news, go to www.NetSignNews.com. To participate in the forums
and other interactive features, viewers must complete a free registration process.

hearing world.

“A Screaming Kind of Day” by
Rachna Gilmore helps kids see . ]
that sibling rivalry is normal even Emmy nomination
in families where one sibling is The creator and star of the PBS show
deaf. “Signing Time” has been nominated

You can request these titles or for the “Outstanding Performer in a
browse for other library materials Children’s Series” Emmy® Award. The
at www.mnhandsandvoices.org award show airs June 20 on ABC.

(click on “Lending Library”). You Rachel Coleman created “Signing
can email your request to us at Time” to help deaf and hearing kids
mnhv@lifetrackresources.org. If learn to sign. She learned American Sign
you don’t have Internet access, Language when her daughter Leah’s
you can request library materials hearing loss was first identified in 1997.
by calling 651-265-2372 or 1-866- She had been performing with a folk
346-4543. We will mail library ma- rock band.

terials to you with a postage-paid The “Signing Time” shows combine
return envelope to make it easy to her skills in music and ASL. Rachel
return materials by their due date. writes all the original songs featured on
the show.

The show is a family affair. Rachel’s
husband, Aaron, runs the camera. Her
father scores the show. Her sister,
Emilie, helps while Emilie’s son, Alex,
and Leah, perform with Rachel.

The Signing Time series includes
DVDs, music CDs, books, flashcards and
the TV show as well as “Baby Signing
Time” DVDs. To learn more, visit www.
signingtime.com. YouTube also has
Signing Time videos posted at www.
youtube.com, search “Signing Time.”

‘Signing Time’ star earns

“Hello! My name is Chelsey Korus Aston and |
am a professional nanny with 5 years experi-
ence. | am a recent graduate of the University
of MN with a triple Bachelor of Arts degree
in music, theatre, and dance. | have been
studying ASL for four years and wish to go on
to receive my interpreter’s license. | am looking
for a family that has a child (or children) with
a hearing loss that is in need of a nanny or
regular babysitter. | have a car and would be
willing to do some driving, household cleaning, Hearing and Service Dogs of Minnesota

hosts ““Tails To Tell Tours,”” one-hour ses-

sions to introduce the program’s trainers

and service dogs, Saturday, June 21 at 10

a.m. and Thursday, Aug. 7 at 7 p.m.

Register online at www.hsdm.org.

and meal preparation if needed. Mostly,

I want to interact with your child, learning just
as much from them as they would from me.
Please feel free to contact me with any ques-
tions at chelseykorus@hotmail.com.

ASL tutors offered to
Spanish-speaking families

A new program offered through
Inver Hills Community College
links Spanish-speaking families that
have children who are deaf or hard of
hearing with the college’s American
Sign Language students for free tutor-
ing to learn ASL.

ASL level 1 students will volun-
teer during June. Level 2 students
will be available during July. Tutoring
sessions will be done in ASL through
games and other fun activities.

To arrange for a free tutor, contact
Nathan Ellis at ngel982@yahoo.com
or 651-335-9113.

Tutores en Lenguaje de Sefas
Americano para hispanohablantes

Un nuevo programa del Colegio
Comunitario de Inver Hills proveera es-
tudiantes de American Sign Language
(ASL) Lenguaje de Sefias Americano
como tutores de dicho idioma sin costo
alguno a familias de habla hispana con
nifios sordos e hipoacusicos.

Estos estudiantes de nivel 1 seran
voluntarios durante el mes de Junio.
Estudiantes de nivel 2 estaran dis-
ponibles durante el mes de Julio.

Todas las sesiones de tutoria seran en
Lenguaje de Sefias Americano. jHabra
juegos, actividades y diversion!

Para conectarse con un tutor
gratis comuniquese con Cesar Garcia
a cgggarcia@gmail.com o al nimero
651-398-0700.




