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MINNESOTA HANDS & VOICES serves same functions as it 
did as ‘Family Support Connection,’ but with national network
Even though our organization 

has been a chapter of Hands 

& Voices for many months now, 

we’re finding there’s enough con-

fusion about the name change 

and new affiliation to warrant a 

“cover story.” So here it is!

 Many FOCUS readers came to 
know our organization as the Family 
Support Connection, which started 
in 2001 here at Lifetrack Resources. 
The Family Support Connection was 
created as a statewide information 
resource and support service for 
families with children who are deaf or 
hard of hearing. We also offered these 
families the chance to borrow a wide 
range of materials on hearing loss from 
our lending library. Our library had its 
origins in the one maintained by DOOR-
WAYS, a similar organization in the state 
that closed in 1998. (For a history of 
DOORWAYS and its predecessors, see 
www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/00609.
html.) And, we offered social events and 
educational workshops to families. Our 
mission when we started was to provide 
parent-to-parent support for families 
with children who have hearing loss, 
offering unbiased information on the 
complete array of choices in making 
medical, communication, education and 
lifestyle decisions—and that’s still our 
mission today.
 In carrying out this mission, we 
periodically attend national conferences 
about hearing loss issues. It was through 
these national meetings that we came to 
know the people involved with Hands & 
Voices, an organization based in Colora-
do that has a remarkably similar mission 
and philosophy to our own. Hands 
& Voices is a parent-driven non-profit 
group supporting families with children 
who are deaf or hard of hearing without 
a bias around communication modes. 

The group has chapters in 16 states and 
another couple of dozen states are in the 
process of forming chapters.
 In conversations with Hands & 
Voices’ leaders, we realized how much 
we have in common and how much 
more we could do for our children with 
hearing loss if we were part of the same 
team, explained Candace Lindow-Davies, 
who has headed the Family Support 
Connection since its inception. Since 
Hands & Voices already had the frame-
work in place as a national organization, 
evolving the Family Support Connection 
into a Hands & Voices chapter became a 
logical step for our organization.
 “There are many advantages to 
becoming a chapter of Hands & Voices,” 
Candace said. “One is that we become 
part of a bigger network of parents 
across the country. We can join forces 
to push for issues for our children and 
make change happen. We can also tap 
into the wisdom and personal experi-
ences of thousands of families across the 
U.S. So. in the case of a family desperately 
searching for another family who has a 
child with a rare diagnosis, we can jump 
three states to find a match.
 “Another advantage is that we can 
bring all the wisdom, knowledge, and 
experience of the National Hands & 
Voices’ leadership to our own state. 
Their resources become our resources,” 
she added. 
 The Executive Director of Hands & 
Voices is Leeanne Seaver, M.A. Leeanne 
has three kids; her eldest son is deaf. 
Leeanne calls Minnesota Hands & Voices 

   What’s in it for you?

See how our status as a 

chapter of Hands & Voices 

affects you—read “In Your 

Corner” on Page 3.
  New Chapter...continued on Page 4

“a stellar” chapter, one other chapters can 
look to for inspiration.
 “We share Minnesota examples with 
newly developing start-up efforts across 
the country because your chapter consis-
tently exemplifies excellent parent lead-
ership, effective legislative advocacy, and 
innovative approaches to family support 
via our Guide By Your Side program,” 
she said. Minnesota Hands & Voices 
recently lobbied for and received state 
funding for our Parent Guide program 
that trains parents in regions around the 
state to serve as mentors for families in 
those areas that have children who are 
deaf or hard of hearing. Our Guides have 
attended National Hands & Voices leader-
ship training program so they are well 
prepared for to mentor objectively.
 “Plus, Minnesota has given us the 
opportunity to work with an existing 
organization (Lifetrack Resources) that 
wanted to evolve its DHH family support 
efforts as a Hands & Voices chapter. This 
collaboration has been a great experi-
ence,” Leeanne added.
 As Minnesota Hands & Voices, our 
relationship with Lifetrack Resources 
remains the same as it was when our 
group was called the Family Support 
Connection, Candace said.
 “We are still one of many programs 
under the umbrella of Lifetrack Resources. 
We are just unique in that we are a state-
wide program with a strong national 
affiliation,” she explained. “Our funding 
still flows through Lifetrack Resources. 
We are so fortunate to have this strong 
foundation for our program. We are able 
to take advantage of their administrative 
support, such as accounting, develop-
ment, management, secretarial services, 
etc. It would be very costly for our 
program to duplicate these services on 
our own. Lifetrack has been supportive 
of us in every way possible.”
 Minnesota Hands & Voices continues 
to contract with Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health as the state’s resource 
for parent-to-parent support for families 
identified through the Newborn Hearing 
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Here’s What’s Happening Around Town

It’s a Wonderful Life
Saturday, Nov. 17,  7:30 p.m.
Lyric Arts, 420 E. Main St., Anoka; 
763-422-1838; www.lyricarts.org
 
Inspecting Carol
Saturday, Dec. 1,  8 p.m.
University of MN Showboat, Harriet Island; 
651-227-1100; www.ShowboatTheater.com

A Christmas Carol
Dec. 4, 10:30 a.m.; Dec. 8, 1 p.m.;Dec. 11, 7:30 p.m.
Guthrie Theater, 818 2nd St. S., Mpls; 
612-377-2224; www.guthrietheater.org
 
Triple Espresso
Thursday, Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m.
Music Box Theatre, 1407 Nicollet Ave, Mpls; 
612-874-9000; tickets@tripleespresso.com
 
Sleeping Beauty
Saturday, Dec. 8, 11 a.m. (request by Dec. 1)
Lyric Arts in Anoka (see above)

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
Sunday, Dec. 9, 2 p.m.
SteppingStone Theatre, 55 Victoria., St. Paul; 
651-225-9265; www.steppingstonetheatre.org

A Christmas Carole Petersen
Thursday, Dec. 13, 8 p.m.
Ordway Center, 345 Washington, St. Paul; 
651-224-4222; www.ordway.org

Frog and Toad
Friday, Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Children’s Theatre Co., 2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls; 
612-874-0400; www.childrenstheatre.org

The Sound of Music
Dec. 19, 8 p.m. Ordway Center (see above)

ASL-Interpreted 
Performances

The Merriam Park Branch Library (1831 Marshall Ave. in 
St. Paul) hosts Sign Language Storytimes at 10:30 a.m. with 
stories presented in ASL with voice interpretation. For more 
information, call 651-642-0385 (v) or 651-298-4184 (tty).

Saturday, 
Dec. 1

AG Bell MN hosts family fun at the Eagle’s Nest indoor 
playland in New Brighton Community Center, 400 10th St. 
NW. The group has exclusive use of the play area from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. Pizza and pop are provided. Register online at 
agbellmn@yahoo.com.

Sunday,
Nov. 11

Minnesota North Star Academy hosts an open house from 
6 to 8 p.m. for families interested in learning more about this 
charter high school that provides bilingual (ASL and English) 
education primarily for students who are deaf, deafblind, and 
hard-of- hearing. The school is located at 1669 N. Arcade 
St. in St. Paul (adjacent to Gustavus Adolphus Church). ASL 
interpreters will be provided. For more information email 
info@mnnorthstaracademy.org or call MNSA at 651-771-2000 (v) 
or 651-771-2112 (TTY).

Thursday,
Nov. 8 

An ASL-interpreted tour of Holiday Traditions in the 
Period Rooms at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts begins in 
the Bell Decorative Arts Court, third floor at 1 p.m. At 2:30 
p.m., a shuttle leaves for Holiday Traditions at the Purcell-Cutts 
House. The ASL-interpreted tour of the Period Rooms will be 
repeated Thursday, Dec.. 6 ay 7 p.m.  For details, call Visitor 
and Member Services at 612-870-3131 (v) or 612-870-3132 (tty) 
or e-mail dhegstro@artsmia.org.

Sunday,
Dec. 2

Practice Cue Clutch meets from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Java Jacks, 
818 W. 46th St. in Minneapolis. Contact Katherine Burns-
Christenson at 952-929-3965 or e-mail kbc29@aol.com.

Tuesday, 
Nov. 20

ASL interpretation of Woodbury High School Theatre’s 
musical “Pump Boys & Dinettes” begins at 7:30 p.m. at 2665 
Woodlane Drive in Woodbury. Tickets are $7 for adults, $5 for 
students. See details at www.sowashco.k12.mn.us/whs.

Thursday, 
Nov. 8

Andover Lion’s Club hosts the annual Signing Santa Pancake 
Breakfast from 9 a.m. to noon at Andover Elementary School, 
14950 Hanson Blvd NW. RSVP to Tom and Candy Conniff at          
763-434-6682 or motleyman50@aol.com.

Saturday,
Dec. 8

North High Theatre presents “The King and I” with ASL in-
terpretation at 7:30 p.m. at 2416 East 11th Ave. in North St. Paul. 
Tickets are $8. For more details, see www.northhightheatre.org 
or call the Theatre Performance Hotline at 651-748-6090.   

Saturday, 
Nov. 10

“Abababa Alife,” featuring storyteller Alan “Abababa” Abar-
banell who talks and signs about growing up hearing in a Deaf 
family, comes to the College of St. Catherine for a 7 p.m. show 
at Jeanne d’Arc Auditorium in Whitby Hall, 2004 Randolph 
Ave. in St. Paul. Tickets are $10; $5 for students and seniors. To 
learn more about the performer, see www.abababatour.com. 
For directions to the college, see www.stkate.edu.

Saturday, 
Nov. 17

CSD-MN and Saint Paul Parks and Recreation offer swim 
time exclusively for families with members who are deaf 
or hard of hearing. The pool at Arlington High School, 1495 
Rice St. in St. Paul, opens from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Cost is $4 for 
adults, $3 for children 12 and under. .

Friday,
Dec. 7

Ask for the VSA discount. 
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 In this month’s issue, we decided to talk about our 
name change and affiliation with National Hands & 
Voices. I hope you find this helpful. In this column, I 
want to go beyond these changes to talk about what we 
envision for the future of Minnesota Hands & Voices. 
 Certainly, we see our program as a safe first stop for 
parents who are just learning of their child’s hearing 
status. There is something so powerful and comfort-
ing about the connection between two parents who 
share such a potentially life-changing event. I have been 
fortunate enough to be on the receiving end of this 
comfort and wisdom. And, as part of my job, I have been 
honored to be on the giving end. Those connections are 
truly moving. Right now, I am lucky enough to be cor-
responding with a mother in a neighboring state, and, I 
am always amazed by how much I am getting out of this 
relationship when my role is actually to be the mentor. 
She has thanked me for helping her, but I’ve told her that 
really all I’m doing is training her to mentor the next 
family. This community is completely premised on the 
concept of “paying it forward.”
 We also see this program as a resource for families 
further down their path of discovery with their child. I 
would like to see Minnesota Hands & Voices become a 
family of support—the place/people to turn to in times 
of challenge or times of celebration. 
 Families and professionals can become part of the 
Minnesota Hands & Voices community simply by ex-
pressing interest in receiving our monthly newsletter and 
joining our email distribution list. We are trying to avoid 
charging a fee to attend our social events, educational 
workshops and to receive our newsletter. Instead, we 
request that parents/professionals support our organiza-
tion financially when we send our annual letter, which 
you’ll get later this month. To receive National Hands & 
Voices’ quarterly newspaper, the Communicator, indi-
cate that on the response card with the annual letter and 
send in a fee to cover that newspaper’s annual cost.
 My vision for this next year is to focus on how Min-
nesota Hands & Voices has the opportunity to bring 
families together around the vast majority of issues and 
concerns that we all share. This is regardless of our 
communication choice, our educational placement, our 
choice to use hearing technology, or whatever. I see this 
organization as a way to provide our children and all of 
us (families and professionals) with the chance to see the 
full spectrum of choices and to celebrate that diversity, 
which shows our state provides access to it all. I have 
seen first-hand on both national and state levels the for-
mation of new, stronger relationships between organiza-
tions that historically had worked more independently. 
 So, look for new collaborations and even more com-
munity events this next year. We have lots of plans in the 
works so families will have even more opportunities to 
interact with each other. Together, we can build an even 
greater sense of belonging for all of us in the Hands & 
Voice community.

In Your Corner

By Candace Lindow-Davies, 
Minnesota Hands & Voices Coordinator

Governor appoints our Southeast Parent 
Guide to statewide commission
 One of our Parent Guides, Amy Deneen, recently was ap-
pointed by Governor Tim Pawlenty to serve on the Minnesota 
Commission Serving Deaf and Hard of Hearing People.
 Amy, our Southeast Parent Guide, lives in Goodhue with 
her husband, Brian, and their sons, Matthew, who is hard of 
hearing, and Casey, who is hearing. Amy is an occupational 
therapist with Fairview Medical Center in Red Wing. She 
has an associate of arts degree from Inver Hills Community 
College and a bachelor of arts degree in occupational therapy 
from the College of St. Catherine. She has been appointed as 
the southeast advisory committee member. She will serve on 
the commission until January 2009. 
 The Minnesota Commission Serving Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing People serves as the principal state agency advocat-
ing on behalf of deaf, deaf-blind, and hard-of-hearing Min-
nesotans and working to ensure they have equal access to 
services and programs. The commission is made up of 15 
members appointed by the Governor.

 The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has issued new 
warnings on meningitis and cochlear implants following two 
recent deaths from infections in kids with implants who were 
not fully vaccinated. 
 The FDA warns that cochlear implant patients appear to 
be at increased risk of bacterial meningitis caused by Strepto-
coccus pneumoniae.Meningitis is an infection in the fluid that 
surrounds the brain and spinal cord that can cause serious 
neurologic damage or even death. Children implanted with 
cochlear implants with a positioner component are at greatest 
risk. Only Advanced Bionics used a positioner with some of 
its implants, but voluntarily withdrew those models from the 
market in July 2002.
 The FDA recommends that parents/guardians  review 
their child’s immunization records to assure that all the 
proper vaccinations have been given. The Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) lists recommendations for vac-
cines cochlear implant patients should receive and when the 
vaccines should be given. These recommendations are online 
at www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd-vac/mening/cochlear/dis-
cochlear-gen.htm.
 If a child who has a cochlear implant becomes sick, watch 
for any symptoms of meningitis or middle ear infection. 
These may include high fever, discomfort looking into bright 
lights, headache, tiredness, stiff neck, confusion, nausea, ear 
pain, vomiting, irritability, and loss of appetite.

FDA issues new warning about tie between 
cochlear implants, meningitis after 2 kids die

Please remember Minnesota Hands & Voices as you 

make your year-end charitable donations. If you 

don’t receive our annual appeal letter soon, please 

contact us for details on how you can help us make 

a difference in the lives of children who are deaf or 

hard of hearing.
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The View from Here

East/West Central:
Apollo High School’s performance of CATS will be in-
terpreted in ASL on Thursday, Dec. 6 at 7 p.m. at Apollo 
Performing Arts Center, 1000 44th Ave. N. in St. Cloud. 
Tickets are $8 for adults, $5 for students.

To reach the Parent Guide in your area:

Upper Northwest - Kathy Peterson 
 Email:  KathyP@lifetrackresources.org
 Toll-free:  866-587-4189
Northwest – Shannon Hohrman
 Email:  ShannonH@lifetrackresources.org
 Toll-free:  866-860-4075
Northeast - Curt Leitz
 Email:  CurtL@lifetrackresources.org
 Toll-free:  866-750-4421
East/West Central - Brenda Hommerding
 Email:  BrendaH@lifetrackresources.org
 Toll-free:  800-908-6675
Southwest – Kristin Hemstock
 Email:  KristinH@lifetrackresources.org
 Toll-free:  888-214-0660
Southeast –Amy Deneen
 Email:  AmyD@lifetrackresources.org
 Toll-free:  888-827-7820
Metro - Candace Lindow-Davies
 Email: CandaceD@lifetrackresources.org
 Toll-Free: 866-346-4543 Direct: 651-265-2435
Melissa McNamer
 Email:  MelissaM@lifetrackresources.org 
Laura Godfrey
  Email:  LauraG@lifetrackresources.org
        

Tickets have been reduced to half-
price for the ASL-interpreted perfor-
mance of “Inspecting Carol” Sunday, 

Southeast:

Dec. 16, at 2 p.m. at The Commonweal, 208 Parkway 
Ave. N., in Lanesboro. To reserve seats, contact the 
theatre at www.commonwealtheatre.org.507-467-2525, 
800-657-7025, or tickets@commonwealtheatre.org.

Screening and Intervention program—a contract we’ve had 
for more than five years.
 So, in essence, becoming a chapter of Hands & Voices 
hasn’t really changed the way the Family Support Connection 
functions. But, the families and professionals that rely on our 
resources now have access to resources at the national and 
even international level as Hands & Voices continues to grow.
 “We will reap all the benefits of all the knowledge, 
expertise and networking that the national organization 
has done,” Candace said. “We are so lucky to be part of this 
greater community.”

National Hands & Voices 
Board of Directors

Cheryl DeConde Johnson, EdD, President/Parent

Leeanne Seaver, M.A., Executive Director/Parent 

Janet DesGeorges, Outreach Director/Parent

Candace Lindow-Davies, Minnesota Hands & Voices 
 Coordinator/Parent

Susan Elliott, M.A., Deaf Adult 

Mary Koch, M.A. CED, Boys Town National Research  
 Hospital 

Ruth Mathers, M.A., St. Joseph ‘s Institute/Sibling

Karen Putz, Illinois Hands & Voices Coordinator/Parent/ 
 Deaf Adult

Christine Yoshinaga-Itano, PhD, University of Colorado

Elizabeth Seeliger M.A. CCC-A, Wisconsin Sound Beginnings

Finally! A new website offers captions for movie trailers. 

See www.yourlocalcinema.com/subtitled.trailers.html 

so you’ll know which movies you want to watch before 

you head to the theater.

 The Children’s Theatre Company in Minneapolis has 
scheduled several “Pay What You Can” performances to 
make theater available to children and families for whom 
ticket prices have previously been a barrier. These shows do 
not have interpreting or captioning—check Page 2 for those.
 
 Scheduled shows on the Mainstage:
A Year with Frog and Toad
Wednesday, November 21 @ 7:00 p.m.
 Bud, Not Buddy
 Wednesday, January 23 @ 7:00 p.m.
  If You Give a Mouse a Cookie
  Wednesday, March 5 @ 7:00 p.m.
   The Magic Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle
  Wednesday, April 30 @ 7:00 p.m.

 Scheduled shows on the Cargill Stage:
The Stones
Thursday, February 21 @ 7:30 p.m. 
 Tickets go on sale a week before each show. Contact the 
box office at 612-874-0400.

Theater offers ‘Pay What You Can’ 
tickets to kids’ shows
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Group offers teens 
trip to island nation
 Mobility International USA (MIUSA) 
now is accepting applications for the 
Youth Citizenship for Disability Inclu-
sion Exchange Program in Manama 
Bahrain March 9-31, 2008. 
 U.S. youth ages 15 - 17 will travel 
with MIUSA staff for a 21-day leadership 
program sponsored by the U.S. Depart-
ment of State. The teens will partici-
pate in workshops, panel discussions, 
cultural activities and site visits focusing 
on youth leadership, education and the 
role of young citizens with disabilities in 
society.  Participants will receive schol-
arships to cover international airfare, 
program activities and materials, meals, 
lodging, disability-related accommoda-
tions, health insurance and accessible 
transportation.
 Bahrain is an island nation known 
as the “Pearl of the Persian Gulf,” with 
a population of 700,000. MIUSA is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to pro-
moting opportunities for people with 
disabilities. The group has been spon-
soring international exchange programs 
since 1981.
 For more information or an 
application, see www.miusa.org/miusa-
exchange-programs. The application 
deadline is Nov. 19. 

A Little Grin

 Our Metro Parent Guide, Laura 
Godfrey, attended National Hands 
& Voices’ Leadership Conference at 
Peaceful Valley Ranch in Estes Park, 
Colorado this past July. A good number 
of us were gathered around the fire-
place in our cabin one night, playing 
the mixer game “Two Truths and a Lie” 
in which you share two real obscure 
facts about yourself and then add in 
one made-up fact. Everyone guesses 
which is made up.  Laura shared that 
she had studied fruit bats in Australia 
while training to become a zoologist. 
Well, not even an hour later, we heard 
screams from the next room because 
a bat was flying around. Laura jumped 
to action, swooped the bat up in her 
sweatshirt and released it outside 
within seconds. We were all amazed 
with how quickly it was over. Unfor-
tunately, the bat left a “deposit” on 
Laura’s sweatshirt as a reminder of his 
visit. We all agreed, Laura has earned 
the nickname “Bat Girl.” 

By Candice Lindow-Davies, 
Minnesota Hands & Voices Coordinator

 Looking for a fun way to introduce 
hearing aids to youngsters? Two web-
sites offer toy hearing aids kids can put 
on stuffed bears or dolls. 
 The Build a Bear website (www.
buildabear.com) has a red and silver 
stuffed hearing aid for $2. You can find 
the stuffed aid by scrolling over “Shop,” 
clicking on “Accessories” and then 

“Electronics.” Another website, www.
lakeshorelearning.com, has realistic-
looking hearing aids for dolls like the 
American Girls. (Type in “hearing aids” 
in the Search box.)

Sites sell toy hearing aids

 Santa is coming to town to note the 
wishes of children who are deaf or hard 
of hearing. 
 This year, Santa 
will sign with kids at 
just two locations:
Burnsville Center—
Tuesday, Dec. 4
5 to 8 p.m.
HarMar Mall—
Wednesday, Dec. 5
6 to 8 p.m.
 Kids can cue with Santa at a party 
Saturday, Dec. 8 with the Cued Speech 
Association of Minnesota. The party 
will be from 1 to 3 p.m. at Diamond 
Lake Lutheran Church, 5760 Portland 
Ave. in Minneapolis. Activities include 
making gingerbread houses—to reserve 
supplies, contact Katherine Burns-
Christenson at 952-929-3965 or e-mail 
kbc29@aol.com by Nov. 19.

Santa comes to town

 Rochester Institute of Technology’s 
National Technical Institute for the 
Deaf (RIT/NTID) recently received a 
$150,000 grant to fund a new initia-
tive called “Reaching Out to Rising 
Stars.” The grant from Sprint makes it 
possible for RIT/NTID to expand their 
educational programs for middle school 
students around the country who are 
deaf or hard of hearing.
 Through “Reaching Out to Rising 
Stars” RIT/NTID will offer a distance 
learning component to two of its 
middle school programs:  “Steps to 
Success” and MATHCOUNTS. “Steps 
to Success” is RIT/NTID’s summer 
program for deaf and hard-of-hearing 
middle school students who are African-
American, Latino-American or Native 
American. The program emphasizes 
academic preparation and explores 
career possibilities. MATHCOUNTS is 
a national competition to encourage 
middle school kids to achieve in math.
 For more information about these 
programs, see www.ntid.rit.edu/
prospective/outreach.php.

RIT gets grant to reach kids

 Teens in DeafTeen Quest will be 
serving Thanksgiving meals from 9 to 
noon Thanksgiving Day at the Marie 
Sandvik Center in Minneapolis. 
 Deaf Teen Quest serves as a Youth 
Group for Christian deaf or hard of 
hearing teens, giving them the chance 
to gather with signing peers, explore 
their faith and interact with Christian 
adult role models. Community of Hope 
is a consortium of various Christian 
churches serving the Deaf community. 
 Future plans include packing boxes 
for Operation Christmas Child, a winter 
retreat at Big Sandy Camp in McGregor, 
and snow tubing in Somerset, Wis. 
 For information about joining 
DeafTeen Quest or attending an event, 
contact COHDeafOutreach@aol.com.

Youth group activities planned

Saint Paul Parks and Recreation and 

CSD-MN offer weekly basketball 

(no referee) from 7 to 9 p.m. Fridays 

through March 29 (except Nov. 16 and 

Jan. 11) at Langford Recreation Center 

in St. Paul (near the U of M St. Paul 

Campus) for adults and teens, age 16 

and older, who are deaf or hard of 

hearing.  Cost is $1 payable at the door.  
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  The annual Gallaudet National Essay, Art, and ASL Contest has been expanded 
this year to reach younger students (ages 9-14) as well as those 15-19 years old. 
 The theme of the contest is “Yes, I Can!” Entries must reflect that theme in any 
of the three categories: Essay, Art, or American Sign Language.
 Students 15-19 years old will compete for scholarships to postsecondary pro-
grams of their choice. The amount of the scholarship will be doubled for those 
who choose to attend, and are accepted by, Gallaudet University. These prizes 
include $1,000 for first place, $500 for second place, $300 for third place, and $100 
each for two honorable mentions. In addition, first place winners in each category 
will earn free tuition, room, and board for select summer programs offered by 
Gallaudet University and the Clerc Center, including the Honors Program, Camp 
Gallaudet, and the Young Scholars Program.
 Prizes in the category for students 9-14 years old include $100 cash for first 
place, $75 for second place, $50 for third place, and $25 each for two honorable 
mentions. All participants will receive certificates of meritorious entry. Art entrants 
will have their work considered for display in the art gallery on the campus of 
Gallaudet University, and all artwork will be displayed on the Clerc Center website. 
Winning student work will also be recognized in Celebrate!, an annual showcase of 
student work published by the Clerc Center and posted on the web. 
 The deadline for entry is Feb. 7, 2008. For complete contest rules and entry 
forms, see the website contest.gallaudet.edu.

Gallaudet University opens contest to younger students Pair documents lives 
of deaf around world
 Former Survivor contestant 
Christy Smith and an employee of 
Rochester School for the Deaf, David 
Justice, are traveling around the 
world to document the lives of deaf 
people in other countries. 
 Smith is deaf; Justice is hearing 
and trained as a sign language inter-
preter. The two met in 2004 while 
working at Aspen Camp School for 
the Deaf in Colorado. Together, they 
planned a year-long trip to see how 
people who are deaf get along in 
other countries. Their project, 

“Discovering Deaf Worlds,” has 
several goals including filming the 
stories of Deaf people from around 
the world and showing the beauty 
and diversity of international sign 
languages. They also want to inter-
view Deaf leaders and raise aware-
ness on issues of communication 
access, education and job opportuni-
ties in each country they visit. 
 Their website monitors their 
travels and offers information about 
the culture and geography in each 
country they visit. Video clips on the 
site, www.discoveringdeafworlds.
com are signed in ASL and captioned 
in English.
 Smith and Justice began their trip 
Oct. 25 in New Zealand. They also 
plan to visit Australia, Japan, China, 
Thailand, Nepal, India and Kenya.

Off the Shelf

 Research being done at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) is placing 
new importance on a structure within the cochlea and its relationship to the ear’s 
ability to sense and discriminate sounds. The research’s findings may influence 
future designs of cochlear implants and hearing aids.
 MIT researchers are focusing on the tectorial membrane, a gelatinous structure 
inside the cochlea of the ear. The tectorial membrane is small enough to fit inside 
a one-inch piece of human hair. It is 97 percent water and feels like a jellyfish. It’s 
also nearly transparent. Still, this tiny piece of the ear’s structure is proving to be 
much more important to hearing than previously thought. 
 For more than 50 years, scientists have known that sound waves inside the 
cochlea are translated into up-and-down waves that travel along a structure called 
the basilar membrane. The MIT team has found a side-to-side wave that moves 
along the tectorial membrane, which is situated directly above the sensory hair 
cells that transmit sounds to the brain. Their research shows that the ear can me-
chanically translate sounds into two different kinds of wave motion at once. These 
waves can interact as they stimulate the hair cells. Those interactions may be the 
reason humans hear with such fidelity.
   The full research article, “Longitudinally Propagating Traveling Waves of the 
Mammalian Tectorial Membrane,” appeared in the Oct. 16 edition of Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences. The research was funded by the National 
Institutes of Health.

RESEARCH makes waves uncovering how 
human hearing mechanism works

 We have a broad selection of 
resources related to hearing loss 
in our Lending Library. You 
can browse by titles, authors or 
subjects on our website:  www.
mnhandsandvoices.org. You also 
can email a specific request to us at 
mnhv@lifetrackresources.org. We 
will mail your items to you with a 
postage-paid return envelope. 
It couldn’t be easier!

 Chanhassen Dinner Theatre is offering a $15 discount on tickets for two ASL-
interpreted shows of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.”
 Dinner seating is at 6 p.m. for the 8 p.m. show on Tuesday, Dec. 11. Tickets are 
$49. The Friday matinee, Dec 28, starts with lunch seating at 11 a.m. with a 1 p.m. 
performance. Tickets are $40.
 To order tickets for these special discounted shows, call 952-934-1525 and 
specify you are looking for the ASL seating.

Dinner theater adds ASL interpreting, reduces ticket prices


